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Dear friends, 

     Your Outreach Elder 
(Beverly Cook) and I have 
been taking an online class – 
Specialized Training in Community Engagement and Minis-
try from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  The 
class stretches over several months and is divided into 4 
Units.  Next week, we complete the first unit which had 4 
Modules on the following themes - Joining God in the 
Neighborhood - the Theology of Shalom - the Beloved Com-
munity, and Church – and Community & the Neighborhood.  
Then, we will begin Unit 2, and after the first of the year, the 
last 2 units will happen. 

     I will tell you that it has been a looonnnggg time since I 
had homework due on a regular basis.  We have reading 
assignments, videos to watch, community walks to take and 
then write reflections on what we see around us.  It is very 
helpful because this isn’t just head knowledge; it is very 
practical and will give us new perspectives and ideas for 
reaching out and getting involved in our community.  This is 
really important because the same old “outreach” ideas 
simply don’t work anymore. 

     One of the authors of our assigned reading is Alan Rox-
burgh who reminds us that “when the church lay at the cen-
ter of the community, then it was relatively simple to name 
what God was up to, and we had endless books that de-
scribed what it meant TO BE THE CHURCH.”  But now that 
the church is not at the center of every community, how do 
we even know what questions to ask?  So, with all of this 
upheaval in our world and its impact on the church, how are 

we to be faithful Christians?  

 Perhaps you have reflected on the 
Role of Missionaries in the past.  Many 
years ago, we sent missionaries to save 
natives in foreign lands.  We went to share 
the gospel to encourage salvation for 
these people.  But we missed the boat be-
cause many did not trust us.    

                                                                  
~ continued ~ 
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     Then we finally learned that what we really 
needed to do was to enter the culture and live 
among our new friends, being present to them 
and listening to their stories BEFORE we shared 
the Good News with them.  Until we did this, they 
would NOT be able to understand how the gospel 
applied to their situation.  It was only in BEING 
PRESENT to the other – to hear, read, and per-
form the gospel in ways we may have never im-
agined before – that the Good News was shared 

in a way that the people could hear and want to know more about it. 

     And the same is true for us TODAY because many never 
heard of Jesus Christ or they know little about him, and how 
he can impact their lives.  And so, we are to be encouraged to 
GO OUT into our community rather than just welcoming peo-
ple who come to our church.  We are called to GO OUT and 
BE THE STRANGER WHO RECEIVES HOSPITALITY, rather 
than being in control of the How/When/Where/and Why of be-
ing a Welcoming Church.  We are the equivalent of the 70 Be-
ing Sent Out into the World.  And we need to leave our old 
baggage behind (all the ways we used to do outreach). 

     When we insist on taking our baggage, we lose 2 things – the Ability to Really 
SEE People and Their Needs as They Really Are, and an Openness to What God Is 
Doing.  We objectify people because our neighbors become the focus of our plans 
and we aren’t truly listening to their needs.  Friends, we need to open our minds and 
hearts because the mission-shaped movement formed by Jesus is bigger than the 
ethnocentric boxes within which we have tried to contain it.  And yet, the Spirit is 
alive and well and we DO need to figure out what God is doing in our community and 
jump onboard the train! 

Your partner in ministry, 

Carol 

 
P.S. – Beverly and I would appreciate your support and prayers as we seek to dis-
cern how what we learn might strengthen NCPC’s ministry.  Plus, soon we will be 
learning more about a resource offered by our presbytery – MissionInsite (a new 
online tool for learning more about our community). 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

October 2023 

10/1 —   Deacons’ Meeting 

        Session Meeting 

                   World Communion Sunday 

10/6 —   First Friday Meal @ Our Daily Bread 

10/7 —   Carolyn Stoecker’s Birthday 

10/8 —   Trustee Meeting 

10/15 —   Congregational Meeting to Elect  

                   Officers 

                   Vital Congregations’ Class @5PM 

10/24 —   Newsletter Submission Deadline 

10/25 —   Jim Inners’ Birthday 

10/27 —   Carol A. McBride’s Birthday  

10/28 —   Amy Kirk’s Birthday 

                  Halloween Party @ 7:30 PM 

    

Deacons’ 
Meeting; Ses-
sion Meeting; 
World Com-

munion 

 

EVERY SUNDAY—CHRISTIAN EDUCATION @ 8:30 AM;  WORSHIP AT 10 AM FOLLOWED BY FELLOWSHIP 

EVERY TUESDAY – CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ON ZOOM @ 10:30 AM 

        Halloween 
Party 7:30PM 

Our Daily 
Bread 

Trustee 
Meeting 

Cong. 
Meeting; 

Vital Con-
gregations 

Newsletter 
Submission 

Deadline 

Choir 

Food Truck 
Outreach 
5-7 PM 

Shoebox 

Packing 



 

4 

 
SEPTEMBER   INTERNATIONAL DINNER 

     We want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to every-
one who joined us at our church's International Dinner 
on September 17th. Your presence made the event a tre-
mendous success, and we're thrilled to announce that 
we'll be planning another one in the future. It was truly 
a remarkable evening as we had the opportunity to sam-
ple delicious dishes from various corners of the world, 
thanks to all those who generously brought food and 

shared their rich cultural traditions with us. Your participation and contributions 
made this event a memorable celebration of diversity and unity. Thank you once 
again for being a part of this special occasion!  

  

OCTOBER  HARVEST COSTUME PARTY—10/28 @ 7:30PM 

     Please join us for a fantastic Harvest Costume Party at The Shields' residence lo-
cated at 14109 Golts Caldwell Rd., Galena, MD. Get ready to show off your creative 
side, as there will be exciting prizes awarded for the best costumes. We'll also have a 
cozy fire pit to gather around and enjoy the crisp autumn evening. 

 We are hosting a Creature Talent Show, so if any of you have a special talent, 
we'd love to see it! Apple cider and Peach Ice Tea will be available, but if you have 
other beverage preferences, feel free to bring your own. 

 While finger foods and desserts are certainly 
welcomed, they're not a prerequisite for attendance – 
just bring your enthusiasm and your costume! For the 
best seating at the fire pit, consider bringing your own 
outdoor or beach chairs. 

 We can't wait to see you at this fun-filled event! 
Come and enjoy the party with your fellow church 
members. We hope you can make it and celebrate the 
harvest season together. 

Fellowship 
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Pictures from the International Day Dinner!  Thank you Marcy!
  

Fellowship (cont.) 



 

6 

Worship & Special Offerings 

 

P.C.U.S.A. SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

      

     Culminating on the 1st Sunday of October, we are re-

ceiving the Peace and Global Witness Offering.  A gift to 

the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church 

to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of 

conflict and injustice across the world.  NCPC will be 

keeping 25% of this offering to connect with the global wit-

ness of Christ's peace.  Traditionally it is used to help with 

local peace/witness opportunities.  Mid councils retain an 

additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation.  

The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of vi-

olence, including our own, through collaborative projects 

of education and Christian witness.  

 

   

   

Also, as is our usual custom, we will receive a Communion Offering 

on 10/1 since it is a communion Sunday.  This offering goes to help 

cover the cost of food for our once-a-month meal that we provide to 

Our Daily Bread. 
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Outreach Ministry 
OUTREACH TO OUR COMMUNITY 

OCTOBER 11th 

5—7:30 PM 

The Session has scheduled two food trucks , Out of the Ordinary 
and Robert’s Water Ice to be in our parking lot on Wednesday, 
October 11, from 5:00 to 7:30pm.  Our hope is that we will be 
able to talk with those that stop for a meal about our church 
and the many things we do.  This is not a fundraiser but we 
would like as many of you to participate in reaching out to the 
community while being able to purchase your dinner for that 
night!  Please share this information with your neighborhood 
through whatever social media you have.  If we get a good re-
sponse, we may be able to schedule this more frequently!  See 
you there! ( Robert Yalley the food truck owner has donated 
meals quarterly to Our Daily Bread and serves delicious food!)  

COME ONE, COME ALL TO SUPPORT OUR CHURCH 

AND PLEASE BE IN PRAYER THAT THIS EVENT 

MIGHT BE TRANSFORMATIVE! 
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CLERK’S REPORT 

The Session’s regular Stated meeting for August was held on August 20
th
 

following the Sunday Worship service.  Due to scheduling difficulties and va-

cations the September Stated meeting has been postponed until October 1
st
. 

Our membership numbers remain at 50. 

The session approved that communion be given at homes/hospitals by Pastor Carol 

on any day (not restricted to a Sunday) that is convenient/suitable for the communi-

cant desiring to have communion. 

The next Vital Congregations session with Pastor Nate Phillips will be held on Sunday 

October 15th at 5pm at the church. 

We have called a Congregational Meeting for 10/15 to elect officers to begin service in 

January. 

 Yours in Christ, 

Pat Wright, Clerk 
 
 

PERSONNEL REPORT 

As mentioned last month, Ken Hudson, our Music Director, has resigned.  We are try-

ing to determine how to best serve our congrega-

tion with the gift of music and we need your help.  

In the past, we had weekly practices for Bells 

(Monday evening) and our Vocal Choir 

(Wednesday evenings).  We will no longer try to 

maintain such a rigorous schedule.   

But we could use some singers and ringers, so 

please let either me or Carol know if you would be 

willing to gather occasionally to help out.  Jenny 

Hugh may help out with the bell practices and 

Cheryl Shields will give it a shot with the singers, 

with Jenny’s help playing the piano.   

If you know of anyone that could provide assis-

tance, please let us know and we will give God our best! 

Pam Leeson, Personnel Chairperson 

Clerk & Personnel Reports 
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Weekly Christian Education Classes 
 

We have resumed our Fall Christian Education Schedule with 

Adult classes both on Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM (in person) 

and on Tuesdays at 10:30 AM (both in person and by zoom).  

We picked up with Chapter 4 of Adam Hamilton’s book, Half 

Truths, God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other 

Things the Bible Doesn’t Say.   

 

 

 

 

After we finish our study of this curriculum, we will move on to 

another book by Kathie Lee Gifford alnd Rabbi Jason Sobel. 

 

 

  

  

Donna Casey will be teaching another Bethel Bible 

Class on Tuesday evening via Zoom.  Please let 

Donna know if you are interested in participating in 

this class. 

 

Christian Education Report 
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Our Daily Bread:  We served 182 meals on First Friday, Sep-

tember 1st.   The cost of the meal was about $200.00.  The re-

sponse of the congregation to the Our Daily Bread/First Friday 

special collections on Communion Sundays has been spectac-

ular!!!  Our little congregation surely believes in the mission and 

in the spirit of Matthew 25.  God Bless all of you! 

  
Neighborhood House:  We continue our regular donations of non perishable food 

items to the community organization that services the Mid-

dletown-Odessa-Townsend area.  In addition Neighborhood 

House is collecting book bags and school supplies or the 

start of the school year.  If anyone wants to bring in complet-

ed book bags and or supplies, NH will receive donations until 

Labor Day at their location at 811 N. Broad St. , Suite 219 in 

Middletown (next door to the Goodwill.  If you prefer, bring 

the donations to church and I will deliver them to Neighbor-

hood House next week. 

 

 

Peace and Global Witness Special Offering:  World Communion 

Sunday will be our last Sunday to collect this special offering on Octo-

ber 1st.  Read more about the intent of this offering under “Worship/

Special Offerings.” 

 

Operation Christmas Child:  This month, we are kicking off our campaign for Opera-

tion Christmas Child.  We will be having a shoebox packing at 

our Fellowship Hour on October 29th.  Last year, our our church 

gave 37 children a gift and the opportunity to become a disciple 

for Jesus!  When they receive their shoebox gift, they also re-

ceive a booklet called The Greatest Journey.  That way, not only 

the children but also their families or even their communities can 

come to know God’s greatest gift - his son, Jesus.  Our goal is 

to pack 50 boxes this year.  Collection Date and Dedication Sunday is November 19th.  

Feel free to talk with Skip and/or Pam Leeson if you have any questions.  

Mission Report 
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Frog Corner 
F.R.O.G. CORNER:  Forever Rely on God 

Don’t forget the meaning behind the acronym R I B B I T : 

Revere, Invite, Bless, Inspire, and Trust in the Lord. 

 
Why did Noah always have the best crops after the flood? 
Because he had great irrigation and a boatload of manure! 
 

What did the grapevine say to the farmer during the biblical 
harvest? 
"You better treat me right, or I’m turning this juice into wine and having a party without 
you!” 
 

How did Moses make his coffee during the harvest? 
Hebrews it! 
 

Remember, these are meant in good fun and aren't meant to offend. Enjoy! 
      
A note on RIBBIT-ing this season, from Georgia: 
 

 As the golden leaves of October begin to fall, we at New Covenant Presbyterian 
Church are reminded of the beautiful blessings that the Lord bestows upon us during 
this harvest season. In Galatians 6:9 (NIV), we are encouraged, “Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up.” This is a time for us to Revere the glorious wonders of God’s creation, and to  
Invite others to witness His generosity in the abundance around us. We are  
surrounded by evidence of God’s grace, in every apple picked and every pumpkin 
carved. 
 

 This harvest season, let us remember to Bless those around us with the bounty 
we have received. We are called to share our blessings, reflecting the love and gen-
erosity that has been showered upon us. In 2 Corinthians 9:10 (NIV), Paul reminds 
us, “Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.” 
Through acts of kindness and charity, we may Inspire others to join us in the joyous 
act of giving and celebrating the Lord’s benevolence. 
 

 As we immerse ourselves in the golden hues and crisp air of October, bearing 
witness to the splendors of another harvest season, let this also be a time to deepen 
our connection with the Almighty. We can make this month a special offering of grati-
tude, a time to Trust more profoundly in the Lord’s infinite love and wisdom. Each 
pumpkin’s smile and every bundle of hay can be a symbol of our unwavering faith, a 
faith that is ever blossoming, echoing the eternal vibrancy of God’s love for us. Amen. 
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                             TRUSTEE MINISTRY 

          The Trustee Meetings are open to all and is normally 
scheduled each month on the 2

nd
 Sunday after Church Service.  

Our next Trustee Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 8 Oct 2023. 
 

          Still looking for someone to take on weed whacking the 
parking lot with all the grass. 

 

          Our Audit Committee, Ben Urban and  
Barbara Bookhart, completed the audit along with the help of Paul  
Willbanks and have concluded that there were no deficiencies found in 
our record keeping.  Thanks To All. 
 

          Still working on the background noise in the Fellowship Room, 
which is moving forward.  You should see some work being done in this 

room shortly. 
 

 This week, we started to see trucks moving dirt be-
hind and around our church.  The developer is starting to fill 
in some low spots on his land and removing a tree or two.  
Within the next year or so, you may see some houses be-
ing built around our church.  This is the reason our church 
was placed where it is.  We need to start thinking about 
how we can start early and contact our new neighbors to 
become part of our family. 

Trustee & Deacon  Reports 

 

DEACON MINISTRY 

      

The deacons continue their care of the congregation.  

We oversee the Shepherd Ministry where we partner 

with the elders to care for our own.  A shepherd always 

looks after his or her sheep.  We also manage the Fel-

lowship Events and September brought a special treat 

with the International.  A great time was had by one and 

all!   
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NCPC STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

  

 

           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

THEME: 

FEARLESS GENEROSITY 

 

During the month of October, we will focus on 4 aspects of Being Fearless for God and 

How It Impacts Our Stewardship: 

 

10/8  Stewardship Week 1 – Fearless Living    

  10/15  Stewardship Week 2 – Fearless Serving    

  10/22  Stewardship Week 3 – Fearless Sowing   

  10/29   Stewardship Week 4 – Fearless Giving  

                                                                                Commitment Sunday 


