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UNITY IN THE MIDST OF DIVERSITY –  
GOD’S WAY FOR CREATION 

 
Jesus’ Prayer for Unity in 
the Gospel of John 17: 20-
26: “I ask not only on be-
half of these, but also on 
behalf of those who will be-
lieve in me through their 
word, that they may all be 
one.  As you, Father, are in 
me and I am in you, may 
they also be in us, so that 

the world may believe that you have sent me.  The glory 
that you have given me I have given them, so that they 
may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, 
that they may become completely one, so that the world 
may know that you have sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me. 
 
Dear friends, 
 I am sure that it is not a surprise to you that our 
world and the way we have done things for years is 
evolving into something new and different.  It has been 
over 2 ½ years since the pandemic turned things up-
side down.  And most of us never imagined its effects 
lasting this long, and we still are not sure IF or WHEN 
things will return to normal.  I think most of us believe 
that we will never return to the way we used to live, so, 
we need to learn to adapt and be open to God’s call in-
to an unknown future.  
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 Do you remember the hymn, They’ll Know We Are 
Christians by Our Love?  I love its words… We are one in 
the Spirit, We are one in the Lord.  And we pray that all 
unity may one day be restored, And they’ll know we are 
Christians by our love, By our love, And they’ll know we 
are Christians by our love.  I think it’s good to remember 
this hymn’s words because it reminds us that we are 
called to focus on our unity as we work together in our di-
versity.  

 The Body of Christ is made up of many diverse 
people and each one of us is in it to offer whatever the 
Body needs, rather than having power struggles attempt-
ing to have what we offer be of more value than what others have to share.  Of 
course, this does not mean that we all are the same or agree on everything, but we 
are called to “Be One in the Spirit” – open to do whatever is needed to help the 
body thrive.  Jesus prays for our unity in the Gospel of John 17: 20f as printed 
above, so we simply need to figure out how to thrive in the midst of our diversity and 
all the upheaval in the world. 

 As the world changes it impacts the church significantly.  And so, many 
churches have lost members due to Covid or for other reasons, and so we need to 
figure out how to DO church differently.  Simply put, we need to learn to ADJUST 
and ADAPT.  The essence of WHO we are and what we believe does not change.  It 
just means we need to BE OPEN TO THE LEADING OF THE SPIRIT. 

 We are always open to new people joining us 
in ministry and I think we are a pretty friendly church 
who welcomes one and all.  It is exciting to meet 
new folks and learn how we might benefit from join-
ing together.  Of course, every time you subtract 
from a congregation and add some more, it affects 
the whole body.  But God wants us to strengthen 
the Body of Christ, which sometimes involves letting 
go of “the way we’ve always done things before.” 

 

 Have you ever heard of “relational math” that speaks of how you introduce 
and assimilate new ideas/people into a body that already exists?  It is sometimes a 
reality that 1 + 1 equals a sum of 2 different cultures/people in conflict with one an-
other where as the sum of 1 + 1 = 1.5 is where 1 of the partners is devalued and 
treated as unequal or unwelcome.  The best merger math is 1 + 1 = 3, i.e., where a 
brand-new culture/community emerges that takes the value of both and adds to it.  
Then, both partners leave behind the things that divide them, and invest in some-
thing completely different that adds value to all.  This is how I think Jesus wanted 
the church to be. 

THE GLORY THAT YOU HAVE 
GIVEN ME 

I HAVE GIVEN TO THEM 
THAT THEY MAY BE ONE EVEN 

AS 
WE ARE ONE.
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 Jesus was a master at this kind of relational math, especially when it came to 
acquiring partners for his kingdom business venture – where one and all could har-
moniously join together, giving thanks for the differences that could strengthen the 
Body, rather than devaluing anyone.  Jesus gathered together 12 disciples, with all 
their disparate desires, expectations and cultures, and formed them into a corporate 
group with a common mission and new culture.  As he prepared to depart from them, 
he prayed that they, and all those in the future who would believe in him “through 
their word,” would be ONE.  
 The model for the church’s corporate culture is found in the very nature of God 
as revealed in the Trinity.  Jesus prayed, As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us, so that the world may believe you have sent me.  Jesus had 
already revealed the person of the Holy Spirit that would come upon the disciples.  I 
think he saw the Trinity functioning as the perfect corporate culture, where the math 
looks like 1 + 1 + 1 = 1 complete whole.  He prayed that the disciples, past – present 
– and future – would reflect that equation in their common faith, and work so that the 
mission of reaching the world with the Good News would pass from Jesus to us to 
the world. 
 Unfortunately, that culture change has been slow in coming for Jesus’ followers 
in the years since the early church.  Despite denominational mergers and calls for 
unity, the church has acted as though its disparate cultures are sacred cows that re-
quire constant care and feeding, with separate visions of what Jesus would have 
those in the church DO and BE.  We can think of the many divisions that exist in the 
church – between liberals and conservative – high and low churches – eastern and 
western – Protestant and Catholic – traditional and contemporary styles of worship, 
etc. 
 Rather than causing the world to believe that 
God sent Jesus for its salvation, we have instead 
caused the world to see the divisions of the church 
as evidence that IF there’s Good News out there 
somewhere, it probably will NOT be found in the 
church.  We’ve had far more spin-offs and breakups 
even within denominations, and the unifying mes-
sage and person of Jesus gets lost as churches and 
denominations are more apt to argue and leave one 
another, then be committed to work to restore a 
common vision and life together.  But we can do better, my friends. 
 Why shouldn’t our differences make us stronger, rather than dividing us?  It 
can only happen when we love and respect each other and give thanks for the diver-
sity in our midst.  Personally, I find it to be the most fruitful when we all focus on the 
things we have in common, rather than the differences.  But a common commitment 
to a strong partnership is key. 
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 Glory is a major theme in John’s gospel and Je-
sus uses it to describe both what he had received from 
the Father and what he gave to his disciples.  But pay 
attention to the fact that it is a reflected glory – an an-
gled mirror that reflects God’s love to the world through 
Jesus to us and through us to the world, which, in turn, 
reflects glory back to God.  Friends, we are called to be 
a community that always reflects God’s glory and love 

that is revealed through Christ.  And when people with disparate viewpoints that 
make up the Body of Christ truly begin to focus on that, then the path to peace and 
unity is possible.  Personally, Jay and I have always been about reflecting God’s glo-
ry and love.  In fact, we have the words “Reflecting God’s love” engraved in our wed-
ding rings, because we deeply believe that is our calling. 
 Friends, Jesus invites us to form a new culture centered on reflecting the love 
and glory of God through our love for God and one another.  I deeply believe that we 
will become more spiritually profitable and practically successful in reaching the 
world IF we are willing to adapt to this type of culture change.  Perhaps we need to 
ponder how Jesus’ teaching about the unity and purpose of the church affects us by 
asking ourselves:  Are we working toward becoming the church for which Jesus 
prayed?  And I hope that our response will be YES! 
  
 

Your partner in ministry, 

Carol 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

October 2022 

02—Deacons’ Meeting 

03—Rita & Russ Morris’ Anniversary 

07—First Friday @ Our Daily Bread 

         Carolyn Stoecker (Recla)'s Birthday  

         Danielle & Ivan Sawyer’s Anniversary 

09—Trustees’  Meeting 

13—Karen & Ben Urban’s Anniversary 

         Amy & Scott Kirk’s Anniversary 

23—Session Meeting 

27—Carol A McBride's Birthday  

28—Amy Kirk's Birthday  

29—Harvest Costume Fire Pit Party  

31—Jenny & Eric Hugh’s Anniversary 

Trustees’   

Meeting 

Deacons’  
Meeting 

Session  

Meeting 

Our Daily  
Bread 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Harvest 
Party 

Choir Resumes! 

Please join us on Mondays at 7pm for Bell 

Choir and/or Wednesdays at 7pm for Choir! 

 

Harvest Costume Fire Pit Party  

Please join us at The Shields’  

residence on October 29th, 7:30pm for the 

annual harvest party. More information on 

the Fellowship page 

ODB 
Fundraiser 

7-10pm 

Church 
Work Day 

9am-12pm 

Deacons’ 

Offering 
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Autumn Musings 
 This year, autumn begins at 9:04 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 22, in the United 

States and the rest of the northern hemisphere, because that’s the date the autumn 

equinox arrives as our weather transitions from summer to fall. (On the southern side 

of our planet, the seasons are changing from winter to spring.)  

 For most people, Sept. 22 is the first official day of the fall season while some 

years the date lands on Sept. 23. However, weather forecasters consider Sept. 1 the 

start of autumn. Autumn becomes our own season for personal change. We slowly 

move out the older clothes, books and make room for the new items. The same is 

happening for the trees, shrubs, and flowers around us. They are slowly turning their 

colors surrounding us and giving us a wonderful scene that is a reminder of God’s 

gifts.  

 “For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the 

hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 

their hands.” Isaiah 55:12  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With God’s love,  

Alice Megonigal  
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 The session met on Sunday, September 18
th
 after regular worship service for its 

Stated meeting.  There were 3 guests in attendance. 

 Bob Megonigal and Jim Inners, after having attended Pastor Carol’s Inquirers’ 

classes, requested to join the church as members.   The Session members met with 

them at the beginning of the meeting and unanimously approved their request.  Bob 

had also requested to be baptized.  Carol will work with them to schedule this. 

 Our third guest was Mark Urban who attended the meeting to give the Session a 

report on the assessment that he had performed on our computer and electronic secu-

rity systems.  His report was a brief overview of the areas that the assessment ad-

dressed and the 6 items he found that he recommends need some corrective actions.  

A full written report will be available to the Session and other officers shortly. 

 The Nominations committee will be meeting by zoom in the next week and will 

begin to collect a slate of new officers to present to the congregation. 

 Stewardship is beginning the process of preparing a budget for 2023.   

 Our new church sign is finally completed and approved by the county.  It was in-

stalled by Fred, Jay and Jim this past week and it looks great. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pat Wright, Clerk of Session 

Clerk’s Report 
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 2ND  

 “All who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink 
judgment against themselves.” (I Cor. 11:29) 

 

     The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion 
Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers 
and sisters around the world.  Paul tells us that we are to “discern 
the body” when we partake of Holy Communion, mindful that we note 
our relation-ship to all our brothers and sisters in Christ in the celebra
-tion.  One is not to go hungry while another is drunk! (I Cor. 11:21). 
This is scandalous behavior opposed to the Way of Christ.  Thus it is 
appropriate that World Communion Sunday is also a time when we 
receive the annual Peace and Global Witness Offering as a way of 
continuing the ancient Christian practice of sharing what we have 
with brothers and sisters in need. 

     World Communion Sunday (originally called World Wide Com-
munion Sunday) is a gift of the Presbyterian Church to the larger ecumenical church.  The first cel-
ebration occurred at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933 where Dr. Hugh 
Thompson Kerr served as pastor.  John A. Dalles, a PCUSA pastor who has researched the histo-
ry of World Communion Sunday notes this in his blog entry, reprinted from the October 7, 2002, 
issue of Presbyterian Outlook: 

     Davitt S. Bell (the late Clerk of Session and church historian at Shadyside) recalled that Dr. Kerr 
first conceived the notion of World Communion Sunday during his year as moderator of the Gen-
eral Assembly (1930). Dr. Kerr’s younger son, the Rev. Dr. Donald Craig Kerr, who is pastor emeri-
tus of the Roland Park Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, was sixteen in 1933. He has related that 
World Communion Sunday grew out of the Division of Steward-
ship at Shadyside. It was their attempt to bring churches together 
in a service of Christian unity—in which everyone might receive 
both inspiration and information, and above all, to know how im-
portant the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each congregation 
is interconnected one with another.  

     When I asked Donald Kerr how the idea of World Communion 
Sunday spread from that first service to the world wide practice of 
today, this is what he replied, “The concept spread very slowly at 
the start. People did not give it a whole lot of thought. It was dur-
ing the Second World War that the spirit caught hold, because we 
were trying to hold the world together. World Wide Communion 
symbolized the effort to hold things together, in a spiritual sense. 
It emphasized that we are one in the Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

     Celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday was adopted as a denominational practice in 
the Presbyterian Church (US) in 1936.  Churches in other denominations were invited to celebrate 
with us from the beginning, but it wasn’t until 1940 when the Department of Evangelism of the Fed-
eral Council of Churches (a predecessor body of the National Council of Churches) promoted ex-
tending the celebration to a number of churches around the world that the practice became wide-
spread.  Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated around the world, demonstrating that the 
church founded on Jesus Christ peacefully shares God-given goods in a world increasingly desta-
bilized by globalization and global market economies based on greed. 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/peace-global-witness/
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Go Forth in Peace  The words of Isaiah 55 convey a profound message to us during A Season of 
Peace:  For you shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace.   
Go out in joy:  When we look around our world these days, it is sometimes hard to feel joyful. Yet 
joy inherently embraces optimism. Joy is the companion of faith and hope. In our polarized world 
torn by war, famine, and marginalization of the poor and disenfranchised, we are in desperate 
need of joyful and brave people who are willing to ask the hard questions and live the difficult  
solutions that make peace possible.  
Be led forth in peace:  Through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we connect with each  
other, as the Church, together, to confront systems of injustice and promote reconciliation in  
places around the world and right here at home.  

Throughout A Season of Peace, we have heard these inspiring stories: 

• The members of Faith Presbyterian in Indianapolis who go forth in peace with Indy TenPoint, a 
not-for-profit using a “boots-on-the-ground” approach to reducing gun violence, increasing  
employment and enhancing educational achievement. Indy TenPoint connects young people 
with loving and caring people who help them find what God designed for them to be in life.  

• On the island nation of Fiji, the effects of climate change and violent cyclones force more and 
more people each year to leave the security of their homes. The Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Program reminds us that our Commitment to Peacemaking includes “making peace with the 
earth,” meaning — protecting and restoring God’s Creation through environmentally mindful  
advocacy. 

• As we see in the news every day, millions of people desperately seek peace far from their  
native lands. Lesvos Solidarity, on the island off the coast of Greece, is one of the Church’s 
global partners in peacemaking and is a living example of how we can show love to the 
stranger and promote dignity among those who flee war and poverty. 

 Through our gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we are able, as a single  
congregation, to participate in this larger work that we would not be able to do on our own.  
Because this a shared Offering, we can help those whose challenges are very present to us. 
Twenty-five percent of the Offering will stay with our own congregation to pursue peacemaking and 
reconciliation ministries; 25% stays with our mid council for similar work in our region. (TALK 
ABOUT HOW YOUR CHURCH AND MID COUNCIL USE THESE FUNDS) And 50% will be used 
at the national level for ministries of peacemaking and global witness. Remember — peace is  
active, not passive. Peace is doing, not waiting.  

 So let us go out in joy and be led forth in peace. Please give whatever you can to this  
special offering, for when we all do a little, it adds up a lot. 

STRANGE BUT TRUE by Samantha Weaver, Submitted by Alice Megonigal 

It was feminist and social activist Gloria Steinem who made the following sage observation: "Logic is in the eye of the 

logician." 

Some historians claim that Moses had a stutter. 

If you're planning a trip to the Canadian province of New Brunswick, you might want to include a stop to see the Re-

versing Falls of St. John. While the St. John river  flows into the Bay of Fundy at low tide, high tide in the bay is so ex-

treme that it causes the water to reverse itself and flow from the bay back into the river. 

To be Received 

10/2/22 
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Our Daily Bread in Middletown 

Their Vision: 

Our desire is to create healthy, flourishing, positive eating experi-

ence for every individual by serving nutritional meals in a safe envi-

ronment. 

 

Their Mission: 

To feed low income families, individuals, children, the elderly and all 

those in need in the Middletown, Odessa & Townsend communities 

with nutritious meals served at no cost without discrimination in a 

safe environment. 

 

NCPC seeks to support this important work by donating food, by 

providing volunteers to provide a meal and serve it once a month, 

and to be in prayer for all those who are hungry in our community. 

We also continue to collect food for Neighborhood House.  You can 

bring food items to church and place them in the back of the sanc-

tuary. 

 

Coming up we a special fundraiser for one and all: 

Mission Report 

ODB is hosting a gala fundraiser Friday October 14th:  

 

Paul sponsored a table that seats eight (8) people. Any NCPC attendee can have a 

seat at this table for any donation amount or no donation amount depending on their 

circumstances.  

 

There will be live and silent auctions as well as entertainment and food. 

 

Whoever wants a seat can let Paul know at pmwillbanks@gmail.com  
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Buildings & Grounds 
  

DEACONS’ SPECIAL 5
TH

 SUNDAY OFFERING 
 
 
     Just a reminder that the next Special Offering taken by 
the deacons will occur on OCTOBER 30

TH
 during worship.  

The deacons take special offerings on 5
th
 Sundays to help 

those in need both in our church and in the community.  
Many hands make light work, and many people giving helps 
a lot of people. 

Here is what we have been doing at church lately: 

1.  The new church sign at our driveway entrance is now in place for all to see. Lots of thanks to our Sign Task 

Force, Beth, Jay and numerous others who helped in this endeavor. 

2.  Autumn Clean Up Day.  The call is out for all who can help with a deep dive 

church clean up (sort of like Spring Cleaning in Autumn). The day is Saturday, Oc-

tober 15 from 9 am until noon. We have tasks lined up for inside and out. Please 

join us. 

3.  This is an excerpt from the Trustee Meeting on Sep. 11. We are struggling with cutting the large grass area 

that surrounds our facilities.  Our numbers of volunteers are fewer each year and those who have been mowing 

are burned out.  Time to consider asking for increasing your pledges and contributions to support the 2023  

Budget. 

"Land Care" - It has become apparent this year more than other years that we have reached a limit as to  

available and willing personnel to maintain the ~4+ acres of grass and landscaping around the church. Just  

mowing alone takes ~4+ hours for one person. Weed whacking and trim is rarely completed and equipment  

status checks and after cut maintenance is rarely done. Our church membership or attendees are limited and 

there is no longer a pool of people willing to cut grass. The most obvious alternative is to hire a professional lawn 

service. Recent and past quotes have indicated that this expense is in the neighborhood of $7000-$7500 per  

season. If we contract this work out the savings on mower gas and equipment repair may be in the neighbor-

hood of $1000. This means that unless there is a better alternative, the budget needs to forecast  $6000-$6500 

above our current budget just to deal with cutting grass. We will begin to educate the congregation as to this 

new but expected additional expense. If anyone has a bright idea, bring it to our attention with a willingness to 

be part of the solution by being involved. 

God Bless, 

Fred Noll 
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And God Makes All Things New… 

     In the beginning our church had a vision 

of having a new sign that caught people’s 

attention and welcomed them to come in.  

And so, as God tends to lead us to 

do…..we created a committee.  Isn’t it won-

derful how, when it is God’s will, the way is 

made clear for many steps in a long pro-

cess to happen?  Well, that’s how it hap-

pened with our new church sign. 

     Fred, who is the trustee who manages 

our Buildings and Grounds, asked permission to form a Sign Task Force and then he 

went about calling this group to begin meeting and planning for several months.  

This Task Force consisted of Fred, Pat Wright, Beverly Cook and Sandy Phillips.  Af-

ter a few months, they submitted 2 potential designs to the Session for approval and 

the sign above was approved. 

 As the sign was being made, what was needed was some help determining all 

the steps necessary to get approval from the county.  Fred remembered that Beth 

Kramer (picture unavailable) had worked for the state, and wasn’t 

afraid to make contacts and follow through with the county regula-

tions, and she agreed to go after this task.  We got a permit and 

are in the process of getting every step of this effort approved 

along the way.  We could have paid the sign company (Alpaca 

Signs) for getting the county’s approval and installing it, but God 

worked through the situation with resources (and the willingness 

and ability) we already had.  With self-pursuit of permitting and 

volunteer labor under the auspices of Jay Fisher’s licensed and 

insured company, we saved $1,100. 

 And we also want to thank New Castle Presbytery for the gift of funds from the 

Ignite committee, on which our pastor currently serves.  Funds from the presbytery 

New Church Sign 
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 Next on this journey, Fred took down the 2 old signs that served us well for 
years, for it was time to say goodbye to them and give thanks for the blessing of a 
beautiful new sign.  And Fred, Jay and Jim Inners installed our new sign 
into the ground, ensuring that it would stand tall and proud (with the help 
of some concrete).  But that’s not all that happened.  Fred finished up 
getting the sign standing strong and cleaned up the area around it as 
we await the county’s final approval.  Next will come installing a small 
block garden wall around the sign and adding some landscaping plants 
and eventually some lighting. 

 Beth Kramer’s parents, in thanksgiving for the positive impact NCPC has had on 

her and Ivonne, gave some money for this project and some other beautification 

around our building.  As we finish up the sign, we are planning to remove shrubbery 

around the building that has served us well for years but needs to be replaced.   

 And, once again, God provides.  Sandy Phillips knows a landscaping company 

that she has used for years, and she asked if they would donate their time and talent 

to remove our shrubbery, and they said YES!  So, you will begin to see the shrubs re-

moved and gradually replaced with new ones.  Isn’t it amazing how God supports and 

enables our efforts to make our church visible, beautiful, and open to one and all as 

we work towards our mission to our community?  Thank you, God, and thank you to 

each and every person who made this project a reality!  May the Spirit continue to 

lead us into the future with trust and may we faithfully follow wherever God calls us to 

go! 
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September 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

On Sept. 18th we enjoyed a presentation by Nancy Carol Willis and Paul Willbanks about their 

mission trip to Kenya.  You can find it posted on our website if you missed it.  Then, afterward, 

we thoroughly enjoyed some homemade ice cream made by Kathy Henry - 4 different varie-

ties.  Thanks Kathy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

FALL HARVEST PARTY 

On October 29th at 7: 30 pm, all are invited to the Shields 

home for our Annual Harvest  Costume Fire Pit Party.  

Costumes are optional but prizes will be awarded for the 

best costumes.  Finger food is welcome and everyone is 

invited to bring their own brew.  Sodas and apple cider 

will be provided.  If you're interested in pumpkin carving, 

BYOP. A good time will be had by all. 

Address:  14109 Golts Caldwell Rd, Galena, MD 

“Harvest Costume Fire Pit Party” 

 

Please RSVP by October 20th, 2022 

302-602-1638  

Fellowship 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qa-1F_v9Axw
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Christian Education 

Our Adult Education classes are back in full swing this fall.  Here are the options 

for your spiritual growth: 

Sunday mornings  8:30 AM and Tuesday mornings at 10:30 AM 

• We will continue our study of Tim Mackie’s (The Bible Project) series on Spiritu-

al Disciplines 

• These classes are offered in-person, but the Tuesday morning class is also 

offered online. Teacher –  Carol Fisher 

Tuesday evenings at 8:00 PM on Zoom 

• We will be doing an online study of Proverbs.  The curriculum is a 12 week 

study by Crossway publishing, author – Lydia Brownback and Dane Ortlund.  

Teacher – Donna Casey.  Let Donna know so she can add you to the group 

emails. 
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Stewardship at NCPC 
 

 What is biblical stewardship and what does it 
call me to do?  One definition of “stewardship” reads, 
‘the responsible overseeing and protection of  
something considered worth caring for and  
preserving.’  Are there things in your life that you  
consider worth caring for and preserving?  Of course 
there are!  We hope that you will continue to learn 
more about how to be a “good steward” of the  
blessings God has given you.  But remember – it’s 

not all about you.  Each of us is called to prayerfully consider what God wants us to 
share with others. 

 We have all heard that it takes a village to raise a child, or that many hands 
make light work.  What these messages are really conveying is that we can  
accomplish great things - grow amazing people - and make an impact when we work 
together to serve and love God and our neighbors.  We appreciate all the gifts you 
share with the NCPC community of faith that enable us to care for, support, build, 
and bring the open heartedness of God to the world.  As you think about your time, 
your unique gifts, and the assets you have to share consider what we can do next, 
together.  

 Remember that we are the beneficiaries of God’s inclusive love, and as a  
community seek to welcome all to share in this joy.  What a gift!  How are you 
uniquely called to share the gifts you have received through this community?  “Be 
generous with the different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in 
on it…that way, God’s bright presence will be evident in everything through Jesus, 
and God will get all the credit as the One mighty in everything.” 1 Peter 4:8-11 (The 
Message).  

 Fall is when we tend to focus more on what being good stewards looks like.  
Committees are planning their programs and budgets for the next calendar year.  
Please pray for your leaders that we might be faithful to our calling and prayerfully 
consider how/what/when/where God might be calling 
you to do. 

 

 

Ben Urban,  

Stewardship and Finance Elder 

 


