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Dear friends,
Colossians 3: 16 says, “Let the

Word of Christ dwell in you richly; Fﬁ(\))i,%gg
teach and admonish one another in PASTOR
all wisdom; and with gratitude in e

your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and

spiritual songs to God.” And Matthew 22: 37
says, “Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” | think these 2
verses are a good place to start out the new
year. They will give us a sound footing to
begin 2026. Let’s give it a serious try this
year, friends.

don't let me :
walk into 2026

Letting the Word of
God dwell richly within
you is crucial for spiritual
growth, transformation,
and guidance, as it equips
us to live wisely, build up

el o 8 others, worship genuinely,
A m find comfort, gain direc-
0/4% oS tion, and experience true

DR~ Al freedom by making Scrip-

ture the permanent, guid-
ing principle in our hearts, minds, and actions,
rather than a temporary visitor. It means al-
lowing God's truth to become our internal
compass, shaping our words, thoughts, and
behaviors to reflect Christ's character, leading
to lives of holiness and purpose.

alone please

What are some of the Key Benefits and Im-
portance of following these guidelines:

e Wisdom & Guidance: The Word provides in-
struction, wisdom, and a clear path for life,
acting as a light and shield in difficult times.

e Transformation: It transforms our inner
selves, revealing God's character and produc-
ing virtues like patience, kindness, and humili-
ty.

~ continued~ 1
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A Note From Our Pastor (Cont.)

e Spiritual Strength: It's a weapon for spiritual battles, offering comfort,
reviving our souls, and strengthening us to overcome challenges.

e Worship & Fellowship: It deepens our understanding of God, leading to
more authentic worship and enabling us to teach, admonish, and sing
spiritual songs with others.

e Purpose & Function: It builds us up, perfects us, and helps us function as
members of the Body of Christ, allowing God's power to work through us.

e Active Presence: It means making God's Word a permanent, active resi-
dent (a "home") in our being, not just a passing guest, influencing every
part of our lives.

How to Let It Dwell Richly:

e Read & Meditate: Make daily, focused time to read,
paraphrase, and absorb Scripture.

e Memorize: Hide God's Word in your heart to recall it
in times of need.

e Sing & Speak: Sing psalms and hymns, and speak
God's Word aloud, praying it into your life and situa-
tions.

e Digest & Apply: Don't just read it; let it marinate,
take root, and produce fruit in your actions and interactions.

This sounds like a pretty serious effort to allow ourselves to be guided
by God through his Word in ALL that we do. Colossians advises us to
DWELL - TEACH - (have) WISDOM - (have) GRATITUDE - and SING. All good
words and things we are called to do. And | do think making a commit-
ment to live in the Word MORE is important, whether it’s in our personal
devotional time, taking part in Christian Education classes, worship, or
simply surrounding ourselves with others who are trying to live by bibli-
cal principles.

And yet, friends, it isn’t all hard work! Some of it can even be fun and
enjoyable. And so, to that end, | am attaching a Bible Word Search puzzle
and a bible coloring sheet at the end of this newsletter, so grab your col-
ored pencils or crayons and get ready. Why not truly allow the Word of
God to dwell within in as you do the puzzle or color the picture which
highlights biblical principles. It’s a good way to start out the year and |
want you to actually enjoy yourself while doing it!
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COLOSSIANS 3:16

Your partner in ministry,
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PLEASE NOTE TIME & DATE CHANGES: DEACONS NOW MEET ON THE MONDAY FOLLOWING THE 1ST SUNDAY OF
THE MONTH AT 10 AM (with some exceptions); TRUSTEES CONTINUE ON THE 2ND SUNDAY FOLLOWING WORSHIP;
SESSION NOW MEETS ON THE WEDNESDAY FOLLOWING THE 3RD SUNDAY AT 1 PM (with some exceptions)

I EVERY SUNDAY - WORSHIP AT 10 AM; FELLOWSHIP 11AM; CHRIST. ED - SUNDAY(8:30 AM) AND TUESDAY (10:30 AM) I

1/1  Birthday - Don Cooke 1/16 Birthday - Ryan Emerick, Alice Megon-
New Year’s Day igal & Ethan Stoecker
1/2  First Friday @ Our Daily Bread 1/18 Worship - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
1/4  Worship with Communion - 2nd 1/21 Session Meeting @ 11 am
Sunday after Christmas 1/25 Worship - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
1/5 Deacons’ Meeting @10 am Annual Congregational Meeting @
1/6  Epiphany 11 am

1/11 Worship - Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Trustee Mtg @ 11:30 am

1/12 Birthday - Marcy Murphy

1/14 Birthday - Dottie Burkley




Reports from the Clerk & Christian Education

CLERK’S REPORT

Session met on December 18, 2025

The Minutes of the Stated Meeting of November 5, 2025 were approved.

Next Stated Session meeting will be January 21, 2026.

New Castle Presbytery Meetings: Jan 24" (Sat) Installation of 2026 Moderator and
Vice Moderator & Lunch; Mar 6-7 (Fri-Sat) Bay Retreat Dewey Beach, DE; May 16"

(Sat) Hybrid Mtg; Sep 10" (Sat) Hybrid Mtg; Dec 1% (Tues) Zoom only - Jane Adams &
Carol

The new keypad lock has been installed on the church office door. The old key in
the red box has been removed.

The 2026 Annual Congregational Meeting is Scheduled for January 25, 2026 imme-
diately following Worship.

A Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday December 21% immediately follow-
ing Worship. The meeting was called to elect the slate of officers for 2026 and the
Nominating Committee members for 2026. All were unanimously approved. Officers:
Barbara Bookhart, Elder; Judy Cooke and Carol A. McBride, Deacons; Al Grimminger,
Trustee. The Session will consist of 5 Elders for 2026. Pat Wright will continue to
serve as Clerk of Session. The Nominating Committee: Pam Leeson (Elder) Chair,
Bob Megonigal (Trustee), Carol A. McBride (Deacon). Tom Kimble (At-Large).

Financial Statements:

The Session received 2025 Year-to-date (Jan-Nov) statements from the treasurer.
As of Sept 30 our membership is 45.

Pat Whight, (Ulerts

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT

We have a great group of folks enjoying classes based on Adam
VAKING SENSE Hamilton’s Making Sense of the Bible - Rediscovering the Power of
NRIE LR ocripture Today. We have covered the first 3 sections of the book (The
Nature of Scripture, the Old Testament, and the New Testament) and we
S have a lot more to which to look forward. We will resume regular clas-
Nl ses on 1/4 @ 8:30 am and 1/6 @ 10:30 am - Questions About the Na-
ture of Scripture - beginning with chapters 14 and 15.

Hamilton invites us into an honest conversation about the Bible and
the book helps to address some very common questions. Class members find Hamil-
ton’s approach to be very inviting as they begin to better understand and appreciate
often misunderstood biblical themes. Come one and all to join in the learning and fun!

Jane Adams,
Christian Education Elder
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Trustees’ Report

The Trustee Meetings are open to all and they are normally scheduled each
month on the 2" Sunday after Worship. Our next Trustee Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, 18 January 2026 which is a week later than normal. We are looking at
what we may want to do to increase the security around our property with all the
constructlon gomg on around us.

' &=  We still need some landscaping around the main electrical con-
ection so we don'’t hit it when mowing the grass, or moving vehi-
\ cles around that area. This may have to wait until spring.

Approval was given from Blenheim Builders for our church’s sign.
Placement still to be determined but it will allow our new neighbors to un-
derstand how to get into the church parking lot. We want to be welcom-
ing.

The Bindu Bhetalam “Indian Food Trailer” is gone. We had another business
(Crowned Cakes) try us out on a temporary basis. She may be back at some point.
We have approved a pizza business (Tramonto Woodfire Pizza) to set up a food

W truck which will be taken away each evening. More info to fol-

,m ﬁIOW

t We met in December to do our regular business in addition
% to determining figures for the 2026 budget. We also discussed
' 2.02 changing some door locks to make our building more secure.
A -/~ We have installed a key pad lock on the church office and may
be doing the same for the conference/storage room.

If there are any questions or comments you would like to make, please let us
know. You can use my e-mail address: al.grimminger@icloud.com.

e

Your Friendly Trustees,
Al Grimminger, Bill Shields, & Bob Megonigal

which one is which?




Mission Report

Our Daily Bread: We served 180+ meals on First Friday in Decem-
ber. If anyone is interested and able, ODB has a Saturday Sandwich
program which has groups and/or individuals who have an hour or so
on a Saturday morning to come to the dining room in Middletown to
prepare sandwiches to place in the community refrigerator for the
weekend. This can help ensure that there are easy meals available in the refrigerator
even when ODB is closed for the weekend. If you are interested, contact Pat Wright
at church or contact ODB directly at ourdailybread.2016@gmail.com

= lgtt/?/'—-
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DAILY

BREAD
KITCHEN

= NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE=. Neighborhood House: We continue to collect non-perishable food
Z—;"a items for the food pantry at Neighborhood House. They provide
§food items for people in the community who have urgent need.
§They need a wide range of non-perishable items such as pasta, par-
= ticularly spaghetti, and pasta sauces. In addition, there is always a
€ need for simple items like peanut butter and jelly. Thank you all for
35N10H GOOHYOGHIAN o your continued support!

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUS

Bundle Up Coat Drive/Winter Warmth for Others: Thank you to
everyone that donated items for the Bundle Up Coat Drive. We
teamed up with the Megan Aitken Team of Keller Williams and we
collected 56 coats and a few scarves and hats. All items were giv-
en to local people in need. It's nice to know that things we were not
using very much provided necessary warmth for the winter weather.
We are blessed to be a blessing to others!

CHRISTMAS JOY Christmas Joy Offering: We completed the Christmas Joy offering
on December 21%' . The next special offering will be the One Great
Hour of Sharing which will take place during March (Lent) and con-
clude on Easter Sunday (April 5™ 2026). The Special Offerings from
¥ PCUSA Missions, have been reduced from 4 to 3 per year. The Pen-
i tecost offering (directed towards youth and young adults) has been
8 rolled into the Christmas Joy offering (December) and the Peace &
= Global Witness offering has been changed to the “World Communion

Pat Wright,
Mission Elder
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Personnel & Nominating Committees

Personnel Committee:

S The Personnel Committee collected the monetary gifts for our staff and
were able to present them at the Christmas Eve service. Many thanks to
all who contributed to the fund so that we could recognize all that our staff
does to keep our congregation running!

i

And by the way, our staff was very appreciative Zﬂ/’ _
An expression of of receiving our love offering. They know that OW
we love them and want to do whatever we can
love & support to support them. Thanks for sharing your love
with them this Christmas!

Nominating Committee:
The Nominating Committee was able to present the candi-

dates for 2026 officers at the congregational meeting on De- \] r’i
cember 26th. They are as follows: "«
Session: Barbara Bookhart N ’
Deacons: Carol A. McBride and Judy Cooke ,ﬁ ? __
Trustees: Al Grimminger /] )

Nominating Committee: Pam Leeson, Carol McBride, Bob
Megonigal, Tom Kimble
All were unanimously elected. Note all of these have finished one term on these
boards and graciously accepted to do another term. Only ACTIVE MEMBERS can
serve on the boards so we need to work on increasing our membership. The Session
will be working with one less member as there was no one to fill the last position.

Jesus prayed that his Father would bless
him with our presence = to be his partners
in ministry. And God gave Jesus us as
gifts to be used to bring him glory. Each
of us, both staff and volunteers, are called
to love and serve God. May we use ALL
that we have and are to honor God with

our lives!

Pam Leeson, Elder for Personnel &
Nominating Committee
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Ministry of Fellowship
DECEMBER =

B .0 Our Christmas Potluck Dinner was scheduled for

(928 vl 12/14 but snow prevented us from gathering that day.

: But, on 12/21, we gathered and had a wonderful

% meal with fried chicken provided by the deacons and side dishes and

.5 ¥|desserts provided by all. PLUS, we had entertainment provided by our
4 NCPC actors who acted out a play written by Cheryl Shields and Gini

X Moritz - A Post from the Heavenly Host. It was really funny and quite
enjoyable!

JANUARY .
- The snow also knocked out the possibility of %ﬁé "’aé

the Fishers hosting their Christmas Open
House but it was rescheduled for January 4th OPEN HUUSE
from 2 - 5 pm. Come one and all to share in

what is now called the Epiphany Open House on 1/4 from 2 - 5
pm. 202 Aberdeen Way, Townsend, DE; Hope to see you there!

And we are planning on having an International
Dinner on January 11th at 5 pm. Let Cheryl know if you are will-
ing and able to bring a dish or two from another country. Sure will
be fun! Be sure and sign up too!

Cheryl Shields,
Fellowship Chairperson



Stewardship Report

¥ i
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Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.
1 Corinthians 4:1-2

When reading Paul’s phrase “stewards of God’s mysteries”, what first comes to mind is an image
of a secret society with a dozen or so people wearing funny hats, muttering incantations and performing
strange rituals. One is the “steward of the mysteries” and knows the secret rituals that need to be per-
formed.

What are the mysteries of God that Paul is committed to steward? Most simply it is the gospel of
grace that is manifest in Christ Jesus. In fact, Paul’s claim to be a steward of God’s mysteries captures
several elements that are key to the Christian life.

First, grace. For Christians, the essence of knowledge is knowing that God is a God of grace.
People revert to formulas for earning God’s favor because they doubt that grace lies at the heart of eve-
rything. They think there must be a catch somewhere.

Second, gospel. People need to be told about God’s grace. Stewards of God’s mysteries recognize
that grace is good news that needs to be put on display. Words of grace need to cross our lips with fre-
quency. We also need to become experts in nonverbal communication so that others see grace in our
lives. To do that is to steward the mystery of God’s grace.

Third, stewardship. A steward is someone who properly values what is entrusted to them. Be-
ing stewards of God’s mysteries requires that we properly value them. Paul calls them mysteries be-
cause it took generations for God to reveal his full intention in sending his Son, Jesus Christ — not be-
cause they are hidden or obscure. Even after spending three years with Jesus listening to his preach-
ing and witnessing, the disciples still did not fully understand him.

Only after Jesus’ death and resurrection have the mysteries become plain. As Christians, we are
first and foremost stewards of grace. Grace is everywhere. Creation and time are grace. Wealth and
resources can be graceful. To be stewards is to understand the freedom and joy that grace allows.

Six resolutions to help you be a better steward in 2026!
1. I will improve my stewardship of prayer by an unhurried talk with God each day. &

S

2. | will improve my stewardship of faith by reading good religious literature.

3. | will improve my stewardship of life by practicing the presence of God and living the
teachings of Christ wherever | may be or whatever | may be doing — always remember-
ing my final accountability.

4. | will improve my stewardship of time by eliminating the trivial, and concentrating on the important.

5. | will improve my stewardship of activities by using them more effectively for God and my fellow hu-
man beings.

6. | will improve my stewardship of possessions by setting aside a meaningful percentage of my in-
come and prayerfully dedicating it to the work of God’s Kingdom on earth.

Barbara Bookhart

Elder for Financge & Stewardship



Treasurer’s Finance Report

Hi all -

Just wanted to give you an idea

of how we ended 2025 financially
and what we anticipate for 2026.

Take note of the chart to your right
and you’ll see the end result of giv-
ing and expenses for 2025.

Then you can take a look at

what we anticipate for 2026. There
are a few areas where we had to in-

crease the budget, and yet we are
pretty good at not spending what

we don’t have to spend.

If we all do
our best at giving, and not spending

where it’s unnecessary, we should
come out okay. Let’s all work to-

gether to bring God honor and bene-

fit our community!

- Carol L. McBride, Treasurer

REVENUE
Pledged Income
Non Pledged Income
Loose Plate Offerings
In Kind Contributions/Donations
Building Use Income
Interest Income
Total Revenue

OPERATING EXPENSE
Building/Property
Pastoral Compensation/Benefits
Other Personnel
Church Office
Christian Education
Congregational Life
Evangelism/Outreach
Mission
Stewardship
Worship
Per Capita

Total Operating Expense
NET OPERATING REVENUE

PROJECTED 2026 BUDGET

$ 88.166
$ 20,000
$ 2,000
$ 10,000
$ 1,000
$ 5
$121,171

$ 23,325
$ 91,519
$ 11,455
6,960
100
200
300
100
215
1,225
1,350
$ 136,749
($ 15,578)

LR R A R i iR il
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Financial Summary 2025

REVENUE ACTUAL
Operating Revenue $ 154,328.79
Expenditures

Building/Property $ 26,368.72

Personnel $ 96,048.91

Other Expenses $ 9,535.91

Net Expenditures $ 131,953.54

Net Operating Revenue $ 22,375.25
Other Revenue (aka Sp. Funds)

Funds $ 4,002.05

Pass Through $ (364.61)

Net Other Revenue $ 3,637.44

Change to Assets (Profit/lLoss) $ 26,012.69
Note: Actuals Include In-Kind Donations & Expenses

Net Other Revenue is the change to Fund Balances;
Total Fund Balances is $ 60,732.
There is still some work to finalize Dec. balances.

LET ®UR

H E/‘?U

be(/a[éo both &

GRATITUDE THAT STOPS
WITH US ISN'T REAL
GRATITUDE - IT'S GREED.

THANKFUL HEARTS LEAD
TO GENEROUS LIVES.




THE ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASONS WERE ENJOYED BY ALL!

Many thanks to all who helped make our Advent and Christmas seasons beautiful
and enjoyable. Thanks to those who decorated our sanctuary and Fellowship Building,
our Advent Wreath speakers and candle-lighters, and to our Lay Leaders, bell ringers,
and drama folk. You all helped to touch our hearts and minds as we prepared for the
birth of Christ and then welcomed him anew.

We enjoyed a wonderful Candlelight and Communion Service of Lessons and Car-
ols service on Christmas Eve with communion and the candle lighting closing.

On January 4th, we will plan on observing the Lord’s Supper and please join your
friends to help un-decorate our sanctuary and Fellowship Building after worship.
Thanks for your help!

JANUARY IS FULL OF RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE
Epiphany JAN. 6TH

Epiphany is the celebration of God’s self-revelation to the world in Jesus Christ. The
word “epiphany” means “appearance” or “manifestation” of God and has roots in the
word for sunrise or dawn. In particular, we celebrate the revelation of
God’s promise and purpose to the nations of the world, as the magi
came from the East to worship to the Christ child, and God’s covenant
of grace is extended to all who believe the good news of Christ Jesus.
The symbolism of light is important: not only because of the star that
guided the magi, but as it relates to the bright dawning of God’s self-
revelation in Christ.

Baptism of the Lord Sunday — JAN. 11TH

At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus presented himself to John to be baptized
in the Jordan. The heavens opened, the Holy Spirit descended as a dove and we heard
the voice of God: “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well
pleased” (see Psalm 2:7).

At this festival of the Christian year, we not only remember Jesus’
baptism, but we celebrate our own: the baptism we share with Christ.
Accordingly, this Sunday is an appropriate time to celebrate the sacra-
ment of baptism or the reaffirmation of the baptismal covenant. It also
foreshadows the season of Lent, as Jesus was immediately driven into
the wilderness for 40 days after his own baptism.

Barbara Montazella,

Worship Elder
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Frog Corner

F.R.O0.G. CORNER: Forever Rely on God

Don’t forget the meaning behind the acronym RIBB I T :
Revere, Invite, Bless, Inspire, and Trust in the Lord.

e« The New Year’s Resolution: "l told my pastor my New Year’s
resolution was to read the entire Bible. He said, 'Great! Start with
Genesis and try not to get stuck in Leviticus before February!"

e The Slower Walk: "Precious Lord, take my hand... and help me up, dear Lord
because | need help! Just a slower walk with thee.”

« Bible Trivia: "Why is it so hard to find the Magi in January? Because they took a
different route!"

If you ask God to
move a mountain,
don’t be surprised
If He puts a shovel

iNn your hand.

Sometimes we
have to work for

our miracles.

;‘I'm done. Do you need me
to put in a good word for
you 'bout anything?”

B

:
=
=
=

e et et

=

o

w

i

L]

-

') \

]

v

=

& T‘\’ ) 4 i
S _J '.._/ /—4..4_)’ '._/
<

;M

w

=

-

showmah toe
touching

SNONMENKHRE e NEWAIEarRES0 UFi0NS

WL} AN Sy
Quly s2Avud f |

$2bpnq ‘g
9S1049%d ‘7

showmah jumping jacks
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Bible Fun - Word Search

MARK 12: 29-31: “The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Isra-
el; the Lord our God is one lord: And thou shalt love the lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength’: this is the first commandment. “And the second
is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” There is
hone other commandment greater than these.”

FIND & CIRCLE the following words which can be in a straight line hor-
izontally, vertically or diagonally. They can be read forward or back-

ward.

COMMANDMENTS SECOND NEIGHBOR LORD LOVE

COMMUNITY MIND FAITH SCRIBE FIRST

COMPLETELY MOSES SINAI SOuL TRUST

GOLDEN RULE STRENGTH TEACHING THYSELF LESSON

GOODNESS GREATEST HEAVEN ISRAEL HEART
D T S ECONDGBOQHISTMU
G H Z L CRAOCSTTEOAGQWL
P Y V. UD HOWUC SWRADAO WU
N S WRADIBWRMRIET CGT CRR S
E E R N N C | ] N H N O DN O T
VvV L R E F B F G | I M T | O R A
A°F S DEVFTMNIKMYVET CZSZT
E S J L EHGEADMRBRGSOZ&S O G
H QCOMMUNI TY TMET R
L v T G S WDUL SV I A P L L E
M A L E JMUFAS I ML S O A
X | 8 Y EOF D RY GEE I VT
Q ONNISF I A A BHNTNE E
M J T D J J E E I E CTE AT S
A S QO Z L PWY T Z UL I NT
R OB HGI ENNULMHZSY T TMH
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Bible Fun - Coloring Page
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