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Dear friends, 

    As we begin a 

new calendar 

year, we enter the 

church season of 

Epiphany.  We lis-

ten once again to 

the story of the 

wise men coming 

to honor Jesus.  In the gospel of Matthew we hear, 

“When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road.” 

     As a church family seeking to be faithful to God with 

what we do at NCPC, the new year holds great promise 

and many challenges as well.  God has blessed us with 

a strong sense of cooperation and forward positive mo-

mentum.  I believe there exists among us a good spirit 

and willingness to work hard to grow our congregation. 

    However, growth normally necessitates change and 

change doesn’t come easily.  I commend you on the 

smoothness of the changes that have already taken 

place and I pray that you will continue to have an open 

spirit to more.  Outreach will be a major priority in 2023. 
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     That being said, we must be realistic 
that we cannot continue to operate with a 
such a serious deficit budget indefinitely.  
That means that we must pray for the Ses-
sion to make wise decisions as to the 
most effective ways to grow our church, 
and we must support these efforts even if 
they don’t personally suit our preferences.  
Each of us may have different goals and 
desires for this church but we must join to-
gether in placing our hope and trust in 
God and God’s will for us.  Our primary 
goal is to encourage and enable people to 
move further along in their journey of faith - to recognize and honor Jesus Christ 
when they meet him in their daily lives. 

     This what the magi, or wise men, who traveled so far to find the baby Jesus did.  
Their search for the Christ Child wasn’t easy, and it took courage and perseverance.  
Our journey will probably be just as challenging in different ways. 

     As you are thinking about your hopes and dreams for the coming year, I ask you 
to keep the leaders of your congregation in your prayers.  Pray that the Holy Spirit 
would come upon them mightily and that we would be led by God in our planning, 
team building, strategizing, learning, goal setting and working together.   

     Pray that our differences might serve to strengthen us and that peace and harmo-
ny might reign.  Pray that the Spirit would lead the congregation to partner with its 
leaders to faithfully execute our plans for ministry.  May 2023 bring with it a renewed 
commitment to invest ourselves in the health and vitality of this church, for then, we 
will truly be God’s faithful servants.  Happy New Year! 

 

Your partner in ministry, 

Carol 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

January 2023 

01 —  Deacons’ Meeting 

 Donald Cooke's Birthday  

 Fred Noll's Birthday  

06 —  First Friday @ Our Daily Bread 

08 —  Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers 

 & Trustees’ Meeting 

14 —  Dorothy Burkley's Birthday  

15 —  Session Meeting 

16 —  Alice Megonigal's Birthday  

 Ethan Stoecker's Birthday  

22 —  Annual Congregational Meeting 

 Following worship 

29 —  Lynne Noll's Birthday  

 Bingo Night @ NCPC 

30 —  Mollie Hudson's Birthday  

Session 
Meeting 

     Deacons &  
     Trustee Mtgs        

Congregational Mtg 

Our Daily  
Bread 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Annual 
Cong. Mtg. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

1/8:  CONG. MEETING TO ELECT 

OFFICERS 

 

1/22:  ANNUAL CONG. MEETING 

Bingo 
Night! 
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December 

BETHLEHEM INN DINNER THEATER 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 11TH  

 

Guests arrived, tired and ready to have a good 

night’s sleep at The Bethlehem Inn, only to find no 

room.  The servants settled ever0one in the dining 

room and got them some dinner, then there was a 

knock at the door.  It was a young couple, looking 

for a place to stay, but the inn was full.  This started a fun evening with shepherds, an-

gels,  wisemen, and  the birth of our Lord Jesus.  With the help of the young cast 

members of God’s Power and Light Company we were able to have a delightful even-

ing to usher in the Christmas season.  

 

 

January 

BINGO AND DESSERT ON JANUARY 29TH 

AT 6 PM 

On the last Sunday of January, we will gather 

for some fun - Bingo and Dessert.  Everyone 

is invited to come and bring friends.  White 

Elephant gifts (wrapped) would be most ap-

preciated.   

Come join us in the Fellowship Room.  If 

each of us brings a snack/finger food to 

share and BYOB (bring your own beverage) we will have 

a grand time! 

 

 

Fellowship 
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Worship 
JANUARY—FULL OF RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE 

 

Epiphany 

JAN. 6TH 
 

     Epiphany is the celebra-
tion of God’s self-revelation 
to the world in Jesus Christ. 
The word “epiphany” means 
“appearance” or “manifesta-
tion” of God and has roots in 
the word for sunrise or dawn.  

In particular, we celebrate the revelation of God’s promise and purpose to the nations 
of the world, as the magi came from the East to worship to the Christ child, and God’s 
covenant of grace is extended to all who believe the good news of Christ Jesus. The 
symbolism of light is important: not only because of the star that guided the magi, but 
as it relates to the bright dawning of God’s self-revelation in Christ. 

 

      Baptism of the Lord 

Sunday — JAN. 8TH 

     At the beginning of his public ministry, Je-
sus presents himself to John to be baptized 
in the Jordan. The heavens open, the Holy 
Spirit descends as a dove and we hear the 
voice of God: “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased” (see Psalm 2:7). 
     At this festival of the Christian year, we 
not only remember Jesus’ baptism, but we 
celebrate our own: the baptism we share 
with Christ. Accordingly, this Sunday is an 
appropriate time to celebrate the sacrament 
of baptism or the reaffirmation of the baptis-
mal covenant. It also foreshadows the sea-
son of Lent, as Jesus was immediately driv-
en into the wilderness for 40 days after his 
own Baptism. 
     We will also observe the Lord’s Supper. 
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The session met on Sunday, December 4
th
 after regular worship service for its Stated 

meeting.   

 Pat Wright and Barbara Montazella attended the November 18
th
 New Castle 

Presbytery meeting by Zoom.   Minutes and details of the meeting can be found on 

the NC Presbytery website. 

The Presbytery approved : 

- Funding for two projects from the Ignite Committee: 

• “Refugee First Car Program” from Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church.  

They provided a temporary car for new refugees in the area to facilitate 

adjustment to the area. 

•  “Community Café Reboot- Alpha Studio” from Community Presbyterian 

Church.    

- Increased the fees for Pastoral Services/Pulpit Supply Pastors 

- The new slate of committee and commission members for the coming year. 

- The keynote speakers discussed the critical need for affordable housing in DE.  

Delaware Housing Alliance indicated that there are as many as 1200 house-

holds in Delaware that need access to affordable housing (buy or rent).  Their 

programs work to help people purchase first time homes, rehab homes, and work 

to develop whole communities by improving housing. 

Housing Development Corporation indicated that housing costs in Delaware 

now exceed the recommended 30% of income for most people. 

Neighbor Good Partners provides financial programs for groups to develop 

more affordable housing options. 

Habitat for Humanity works to provide new homes for low income families, 

rehab current homes in need of repair, particularly for seniors and revitalize 

communities as a whole. 

     - The Nominating committee has a Slate of officers for the Class of 2025.  The 

Congregation will have the opportunity to vote on the slate at a special meeting in ear-

ly January.  Annual Meeting (TBD) in January. 

     -The Session will review and approve a final budget for 2023 in January. 

Yours in Christ 

Pat Wright, Clerk of Session 

Clerk’s Report 
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FINISHING UP 2022 
 Classes on Sunday and Tuesday mornings have 

been enjoying videos and discussions à la Tim Mackie.  

We have been focusing on Spiritual Disciplines for a few 

months. 

 The class Donna Casey taught on Proverbs on 

Tuesday evenings has completed its study as well.  Our 

prayer is that each class we offer touches the hearts and 

heads of its students.  Thanks to Donna for her leader-

ship in CE.  She is rotating off of Session. 

 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2023 

 We plan on continuing our biblical studies in the new 

year.  Last year, the Sunday and Tuesday mornings groups 

used a resource by Kathie Lee Gifford and Rabbi Jason So-

bel.  They had released new materials entitled The God of 

the Way:  A Journey into the Stories, People, and Faith that 

Changed the World Forever. 

  Class participants will journey into God's word, from 

the creation of the world through the desert and empty plac-

es, the Hebrew nation, and meet Jesus, the disciples, and 

his followers.  As we do, we will see how we are part of God's 

epic story of redemption – a radiant testimony to the truth 

that belief in God's promises is never wasted.  

 Please let Jane Adams know if you are interested in 

participating so we can be prepared.  Let’s continue to delve deeper into our studies 

that we might draw closer to God. 

Christian Education 
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Frog Corner 
F.R.O.G. CORNER:  Forever Rely on God 
 

      Some possible new rules from God for 2023: 

 

 

WAKE UP!      Decide to have a good day.  “Today is the day the Lord has made; let 

       us rejoice and be glad in it.” Ps. 118: 24 

DRESS UP!    The best way to dress up is to put on a smile.  A smile is an inexpen

       sive way to improve your looks.  “The Lord does not look at the things 

       man looks at.  Man looks at outward appearance; but the Lord looks at 

       the heart.”  I Sam. 16:7 

STAND UP!     For what you believe in.  Stand for something or you will fall for any

       thing.  “Let us not be weary in well doing; for at the proper time, we will 

       reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have opportuni

       ty, let us do good.” Gal. 6: 9-10 

LOOK UP!      To the Lord.  “I can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.” 

       Phil. 4: 13 

REACH UP!   For something higher.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean 

       not unto you own understanding.  In all your ways, acknowledge him, 

       and he will direct your path.”  Prov. 3: 5-6 

 

 

 

         A BIT OF NEW YEAR’S HUMOR FOR YOU: 

 

 

 
• Where do herbs celebrate New Year's?    Thyme's Square. 

• What did Adam say to Eve on December 31?    It's New Year's, Eve! 

• Why do you need a jeweler on December 31?    To ring in the New Year. 

• What's the one type of pain that's enjoyable on New Year's?    Cham-pain! 

• What does the little champagne bottle call the big bottle?     Pop! 

• Why should you always pace yourself on New Year's?     You might make 

   some pour decisions! 

Celebrating New Year's has many pros, so what's the biggest con?    The con-fetti! 
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OUR DAILY BREAD & NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 

In December we provided 146 meals to members of our greater community who are in 

need through our mission to Our Daily Bread.   

We provided 10 complete dinner boxes (non-perishables) for Thanksgiving and 16 for 

Christmas through Neighborhood House.  We were also able to provide 4 frozen tur-

keys. 

We are currently in the middle of the Joy Offering collection which helps provide funds 

for the Board of Pensions Assistance Program that assists current and past church 

leaders who are in crisis.  The offering also supports Pres-

byterian-related schools and colleges in communities of 

color for the development of possible future leaders.  

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY:  Alayne Fitzpatrick continues to 

collect 2023 calendars to give to nursing home residents 

and prisoners.  Deadline:  January 22nd.  There is a box 

for the calendars in the vestibule.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A WORD OF THANKS FROM THE STAFF 
 

 

 Your church staff wants to thank you for the privilege of serving New Covenant 
in Middletown.  We are thankful for that opportunity at all times, but particularly when 
you honor us with a Christmas Love Offering.  Christmas is surely the season for giv-
ing and the way you give of yourselves so generously overwhelms us.  Thank you for 
the expressions of your love and appreciation for our work, and thank you for your 
love and support! 

With love and appreciation, 

Carol, Georgia, Jenny and Ken 

Mission Report 
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“WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM”  
2023 WOMEN’S RETREAT — NORTHBAY ADVENTURE CENTER  

FRIDAY 4/21 - SUNDAY 4/23 

FAVORITES RETURNING: 

• FIRESIDE FORGIVENESS SERVICE 

• WHY I LOVE JESUS ART PROJECT 

• SECRET PAL 

• SHARING MEAL PREPARATION/CLEAN UP 

• SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP CEREMONY WITH 

COMMUNION 

• CLOSING CEREMONY 

• NORTHBAY ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES: 

• OZIP LINE, ROCK WALL 

• OKAYAK/CANOE 

• OGIANT SWING 

 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

• GUEST PASTOR ELIZABETH BRINEGAR FROM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN ARKANSAS 

• GUEST PREACHER FEATURING REVEREND ROBERT BANKS 

• SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS CENTERED ON THEME 

 

TWIN BED ROOMS DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $300 PER PERSON 

KING BED ROOM SINGLE OCCUPANCY $435 PER PERSON 

50% DEPOSIT DUE 11/30 

Women’s Retreat 
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STEWARDSHIP 2022 - PLANS FOR 2023 

VARIETIES OF GIFTS,  

VARIETIES OF SERVICE, ALL IN ONE SPIRIT 
 

 

 Greetings one and all! 

 

 Our 2023 Budget is tentatively set at $136,000.  So far, we have 

received commitments totaling $60,000, making up 44% of the antici-

pated budget.  17 families have stepped up and pledged.  For those 

who have pledged, thank you!  If you have not pledged, please consider doing so be-

cause without commitments that allow us to plan our budget, the only financially 

sound next step is to cut some of our known expenses.  This will be very difficult since 

our budget has already been cut down to the essentials. 

 The Session still needs to meet to set a budget for 2023.  So, if anyone can 

pledge who has not done so already, or if anyone feels led to increase their pledge, it 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Ben Urban, 

Stewardship Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship 


