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Dear friends, 

 Many times during November and early Decem-

ber I have been asked, “Are you ready for Christmas?”  

How about you?  If being “ready” for Christmas means 

that all the presents have been bought and wrapped, 

then I am NOT ready.  If it means that the tree is up and 

decorated, I am certainly NOT ready.  If it means that 

the turkey is in the freezer, then the answer has to be, 

“No, not quite yet.” 

 But if by that question, someone is wanting to 

know whether or not I am looking forward to all the tings 

that happen at Christmas-time, then the answer has to 

be a resounding YES!  And I don’t want you to misun-

derstand.  It’s not all the commercial hoopla that excites 

me.  But, if you look behind all the busyness, you can 

see the love of Christ being shared. 

 I am looking forward to the mysterious transfor-

mation that takes place in the world.  I am looking for-

ward to the spirit of generosity and goodwill that infuses 

the hardest of hearts.  I am looking forward to the bury-

ing of hatchets, the healing of wounds, and the rising  
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level of sensitivity toward those whose lives are lived in poverty and desperation. 

 I am looking forward to the elevation of humanity’s hope for peace in our time.  

I am looking forward to the renewing of old friendships, the kindling of pleasant 

memories of the past, and making some new memories.  And I am looking forward to 

all of the church activities that remind us that God loves us sooooo much, that a Son 

was given for us. 

 Friends, I am looking forward to all those things because they always seem to 

accompany Christmas.  Even when I am at my worst, they break through the crust of 

my resistance.  Though unable to sing a beautiful solo for Christ, I can make a joyful 

noise while singing Joy to the World with the best of them.  So, if you really want to 

know whether or not I am ready for Christmas, the answer is YES, I can hardly wait!  

And I hope you can begin to anticipate with joy this blessed season too! 

 

Your partner in ministry, 

Carol 
 

PS - I am looking forward to sharing various aspects of a new resource with you 
from A Sanctified Art LLC.  Each week of Advent I will send you a poetry prayer.  The 
first one is printed on the next page.  I hope they will bless you! 
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God’s Promised Day of Hope Can’t Wait 
A Poetry Prayer By Sara Are 

Sanctified Art LLC/sanctifiedart.org 

Someone once told me that hope was naïve – 
A foolish game that children play 
When they pray that summer won’t end, 
And bedtime won’t come. 
 
Someone once told me that hope was naïve as they 
Cradled pessimism in their lap like a sleeping cat, 
Stroking their ego while they stoked a fire within me. 
 
Unfortunately for them, I’m allergic to cats. 
And unfortunately for them, those who deny hope 
Will never know vulnerability; 
For hope requires us to believe in a better day – 
Even when this one is falling apart. 
 
Hope looks the 24-hour news cycle in the face, 
Hope looks our broken relationships in the face, 
Hope looks our low self-esteem in the face, 
And declares at low tide that the water will return. 
Hope is exhaling, trusting that your body will inhale again. 
Hope is watching the sunset and setting an alarm, 
Hope is planting seeds in the winter, assuming summer will come. 
 
I never said it would be easy. 
The ground is frozen, you are thirsty, and the night is long. 
But I will say this – 
I have found hope to be the rhythm of love and the fiber of faith; 
For to hope is to believe in God’s ability to bring about a better day, 
And like a child with an Advent calendar, 
I will always be counting down the days. 
 
So to those who cradle pessimism and fear, 
You can find me outside – with the kids – wishing on stars, 
Praying to the God of today 
That tomorrow will be just as beautiful. 
Set your alarm. 
We’d like for you to join us. 
The sunrise won’t wait. 

Advent and Christmas 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

December 2022 

02—First Friday @ Our Daily Bread 

04—Lillie Volkman’s Birthday 

         Deacons’ Meeting 

         Session Meeting 

05—Mike Easter’s Birthday 

07—Carolyn Recla’s Anniversary 

10—Al Grimminger’s Birthday 

11—Trustees’ Meeting 

         Christmas Dinner Theater 

16—Jaclaynn Easter’s Birthday  

18—Fishers’ Open House 

20—Elizabeth’s Harlan’s Birthday  

24—Christmas Eve Worship 

25—Christmas Day Worship 

28—Danielle Sawyer’s Birthday  

30—Norma Dunn’s Birthday  

 

 

 

Note—The November and December Session 

Meetings have been combined and will be on 

December 4th. 

 

Trustees’   
Meeting & 

Christ. Dinner 
Theater 5:30 

Deacons’  
Meeting & 

Session Mtg. 

Our Daily  
Bread 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

No Bell 
Practice  

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

No Choir 
Practice  

Choir  
@7pm 

Christmas 

Day Wor-

ship  10 am 

Christmas 

Eve Worship 

7 pm 

Fisher 
Open House 

2-5 pm 
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NCPC CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS 
 Some of you may not have received a New Covenant 

Presbyterian Church ornament for your tree.  If you would 

like one, we still have several.  The ornament has our sym-

bol or logo on it along with our tag line—A Community of 

Christ with Open Arms.  Why not consider receiving one and 

hanging wherever you’d like to remind you of the love and 

support we all receive from our church family.  Any dona-

tions would be appreciated. 

NCPC CHRISMON TREE 

 If you are fairly new to New Covenant, you may not 

have had the opportunity to learn about and enjoy our Chris-

mon tree.  The word is a combination of “Christ” and 

“monogram (meaning symbol).  The basic idea is of telling 

the story of  Christ through ornaments to be hung of a 

Christmas tree.  Since Christmas celebrates the birth of the 

Son of God, it certainly makes sense to share the Good 

News, not only about Christ’s birth, but about his whole life.  

If you haven’t received a Chrismon booklet previously, there 

are a few copies at the rear of the sanctuary.  Learn and en-

joy! 

ADVENT-CHRISTMAS DEVOTIONAL/ART 
 For your devotional time during Advent, Sanctified Art offers 2 versions of devo-

tionals:  1 - a one-page devotional and copies are available at the rear of the sanctu-

ary; 2– A more involved a daily devotional which offers some poetic prayers, original 

art inspired by scripture, reflections, prompts for visual meditation, prompts for jour-

naling, and coloring pages.  Printing of this more involved devotional booklet is a little 

more complicated so consider taking a look at the one at the back of the sanctuary.  

And then, if you are interested in receiving one, let me know and I will make you a 

copy. 

ADVENT-CHRISTMAS ART 

 As I have shared with you, I am using resources from Sanctified Art LLC during 

our Advent and Christmas seasons to enhance our worship experience.  I thought you 

might enjoy some of their artwork. There are a few copies at the rear of the sanctuary. 

Arts Ministry 
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Advent and Christmas 
A SEASON OF HOPE AND EXPECTATION 

 

HAPPY ADVENT TO ONE AND ALL! 

 We begin this holy season on Nov. 27th and 
will enjoy 4 Sundays of special Advent liturgy and 
messages.  Check out the Advent Calendar by 
Sanctified Art.  Please seriously consider joining in 
this important season as we prepare for the birth 
of our Lord. 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU! 

 Plan on joining with your church family 
and any family and guests whom you would like 
to invite to our Christmas Eve Service and 
Christmas Day Service.  We have two opportu-
nities to give thanks and praise to our God.  And 
don’t forget the Dinner Theater where we have 
the opportunity to experience Jesus’ birth in per-
son. 

 

DECEMBER SCHEDULE 

 Read over the schedule on the next page for ALL EVENTS during this month.  
Take note of a service on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  And I hope 
you enjoy the new Advent/Christmas liturgies, poetry prayers, Advent calendar by A 
Sanctified Art.  Our theme this year is:  What Can’t Wait.   
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11/27 First Sunday of Advent 

  Worship 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

12/4  Second Sunday of Advent 

  Worship & Communion 

 

 

 

12/11 Third Sunday of Advent 

  Worship 10  a.m. 

  Christmas Dinner Theater 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

12/18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  Worship 10 a.m. 

  Fishers’ Open House 

  2-5 at the Fishers 202 Aberdeen Way, 

  Townsend, DE   Please RSVP so we can plan accordingly 

  Call or text—(302) 563-0556 

 

 

12/24 Christmas Eve Worship 

  Candlelight & Communion Service 

  Time:  TBD 

 

 

12/25 Christmas Day Worship 

  Worship at 10 a.m. 

  A Service of Singing Christmas 

  Carols as We Learn About Them 

December Schedule 
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 The session met on Sunday, October 23
rd

 after regular worship service for its 
Stated meeting.  There was 1 guest. 

 Barbara Bookhart requested to join the NCPC congregation by letter of transfer 
from  Presbyterian Church of  the  Covenant in Wilmington, DE.  The session unani-
mously approved her request.   

 Ben Urban and Barbara Montazella attended the September 20
th
 New Castle 

Presbytery meeting by Zoom.   

The PC(USA)General Assembly (GA) approved a motion to divest their holdings in 
5 major oil and gas companies whom they felt were not doing enough to slow 
global warming. 

The GA voted to increase the “per-capita” assessment for 2023 from the current 
rate of $8.98/member to $9.85.  The assessment for 2024 is set for $9.80. 

The NC Presbytery approved an increase in the minimum salary for Pastors.  

 The Nominating committee has begun the process of collecting and evaluating 
nominations for the Class of 2025 Slate of officers.  Once a slate has been prepared, 
the committee will present it to the Session for review and then the congregation for 
approval. 

 Stewardship presented a preliminary budget for 2023. This budget will be final-
ized after the committee receives the pledges for 2023 in November and December. 

 

Yours in Christ 

Pat Wright, Clerk of Session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk’s Report 
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OUR DAILY BREAD 

 In November we provided 136 meals to members of our greater community who 
are in need through our mission to Our Daily Bread.  In addition, several members of 
NCPC attended the Our Daily Bread Fundraiser on October 14

th
 that helped raise an 

additional $11,000.00 to continue the work of providing hot, nutritious meals each day, 
5 days a week for those in the community who are in need. 

 We collected 32 Christmas Child Shoeboxes this year.  
The dedication was held on Sunday, November 20

th
 and the 

boxes were delivered to the collection site at Connections 
Church in Middletown on Monday November 21

st
.  Thank 

you to everyone in our congregation for participating in this 
wonderful mission.  The boxes bring joy to the children who 
receive them, and they are a wonderful vehicle for  spread-
ing God’s/Christ’s message of Love to the world.  Bless you 
all. 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 

 Thanks for donating food for holiday meals to Neighborhood House.  We will 

continue to do this for December to provide Christmas meals. 

 By donating the following non-perishable food items (which can be placed in the 

container at the back of the sanctuary); they will be delivered the week prior the  

holiday. 

 Suggestions:  canned vegetables, fruit, cranberry sauce, & pumpkin, boxed in-

stant mashed potatoes, scalloped potatoes, stuffing mix, gravy, cranberry &/or apple 

juice, cornbread mix, mac & cheese box mix, brownie mix, cake mix & frosting, etc..  

 
Thanks a million for your generosity, 

Pat Wright, Mission Elder 
Jane Adams, NCC Liaison to Neighborhood House 

 
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY:  Alayne Fitzpatrick is collecting 2023 calendars to give 
to nursing home residents and prisoners.  If you receive any calendars that you do not 
need, please donate them for this purpose.  You can leave them in the church office or 
drop them on her front porch where there is a box—2502 Chopin Drive, Middletown.  
Due—January 22nd.  Thanks! 

Mission Report 
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November 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT BRUNCH 

On November 13th, following our regular Sunday worship 

service we celebrated Commitment Sunday by having a Stew-

ardship Brunch to give thanks for the commitments we have 

made for 2023.  We all enjoyed a delicious meal—anything 

from a breakfast casserole to pimento cheese sandwiches.  

All was wonderful and thanks to all who contributed to make 

this a joyous day! 

 

 

 

December 

BETHLEHEM INN DINNER THEATER 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 11 AT 5:30PM. 

 

Come and travel to the Bethlehem Inn, where the Inn-

keeper,  his wife Sarah, and staff will entertain us as we 

celebrate Jesus’s birth. An interactive experience and en-

hanced from last year. 

This will be a Pot Blessing Dinner, so YOU are welcome to 

bring either a main dish, vegetable or dessert. 

Please sign up, so your room will be ready, and you won’t 

be stuck up on the rooftop or outside in a tent. 

 

Thank you, Aunt Joanna, the Innkeepers aunt. 

 

Fellowship 
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Personnel 
CHRISTMAS  LOVE  OFFERING 

FOR  OUR  STAFF 

 

 

 

 

  

 As the season of  giving if  upon us, we take time to remember those 

who do so much for all of  us.  Our pastor, Carol Fisher, is our spiritual lead-

er who guides our congregation in a very loving way.  Our music director, 

Ken Hudson, inspires us with his musical ability and talents as he directs our 

choir and bell choir, and he does so as a volunteer.  Jenny Hugh amazes us 

with her talent on the piano and even records beautiful music to add to our 

service when she is unable to be present in person.  Georgia Mackay, our Of-

fice Administrator, manages to pull together our worship slides and the 

monthly newsletter while finishing her college degree.  

We are so fortunate for these folks and this is the time to thank them.  

Won’t you consider a special monetary gift so we can share some love with 

all of  them?  There are inserts and envelopes at the rear of  the sanctuary 

for this purpose, or you can use the next page of  this newsletter to indicate 

how you want your offering designated.  Please turn them in to Pam Leeson 

by December 20th so that we can share our gifts with the staff  on Christ-

mas Eve.  Thanks to all for your generosity! 

 

Pam Leeson, Personnel Chairperson 
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     New Covenant is blessed to have sever-

al staff  members working to make our 

ministry effective and meaningful.  If  you 

wish to make a gift, please use this form 

to show your appreciation, by indicating 

your desire to donate towards a Christ-

mas Love offering, to those who have touched your life, and are working to 

touch others.  

Using this form, you can designate the amount you wish to give to each of  

our staff  members:  Carol Fisher (pastor), Ken Hudson (music director), 

Jenny Hugh (pianist), or Georgia Mackay (Office Administrator).  Thank 

you for helping us show our appreciation.                      

     Please make checks payable to the church and mark them Christmas 

Love Offering.  You may use this form (or one at the rear of  the sanctuary), 

place it in an envelope marked “Love Offering.”  Then please mail in your 

donation, or give it to Pam Leeson, Personnel Chairperson.  Please turn in 

your offering no later than Dec. 20th so that we can share this gift with our 

staff  on Christmas Eve. 

I wish my donation to be divided in the following manner: 

 
        Amount 

 
 

     $_______        Carol Fisher 
 
 
     $_______        Ken Hudson 
 
 
     $_______        Jenny Hugh 
 
 
     $_______       Georgia Mackay 
 
 
     $_______       Total Amount of  Offering  
            (Checks made out the NCPC) 
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STEWARDSHIP 2022 

VARIETIES OF GIFTS,  

VARIETIES OF SERVICE, ALL IN ONE SPIRIT 
 

 

 Greetings one and all! 

 

 Our 2023 Budget is 55% pledged, totaling $76,000 so far.  17 

families have stepped up and pledged.  For those who have pledged, 

thank you!  If you have not pledged, please consider doing so because 

without commitments that allow us to plan our budget, the only finan-

cially sound next step is to cut some of our known expenses.  This will 

be very difficult since our budget has already been cut down to the essentials. 

 The Session’s December meeting is scheduled for Dec. 4th and we plan of go-

ing over the budget for next year.  So, anything you can do between now and then 

would be greatly appreciated! 

 

Ben Urban, 

Stewardship Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship 


