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CLEANING HOUSE 

 
Cleaning house fascinates 
everyone in my family. 
They can sit around and 
watch me for hours!!!  
    
  —Anonymous 
 

Philippians 3:4b-14:  
 

 If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, 
I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecu-
tor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blame-
less. 
 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to re-
gard as loss because of Christ.   More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of know-
ing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that 
I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a right-
eousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 
like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrec-
tion from the dead. 
 Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, be-
cause Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

~ continued on next page ~ 
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 Dear friends, 

 

 This current pandemic is not yet over yet, and we really aren’t sure when or if 
it will be.  And yet, it is a safe bet that more trash, junk and garbage has been 
hauled to the dump over the past few years than ever before in the history of hu-
mankind!  I have not verified this, but I’ll bet that charities like The Salvation Army 
and Goodwill have seen donations jump sky-high in since the pandemic began.  

 Why, we might ask.  Because Americans, having so much time on their 
hands, cleaned out closets, attics and garages. They got rid of a lot of stuff.  They 
cleaned their houses, and then some! 

 You may not do too much housecleaning anymore. Perhaps you have some-
one or a staff of people who help you with meals and daily needs. Your place is tidy 
and kept up well.  But do you remember when you were cleaning house?  And alt-
hough you may have had a job, often, if you were the woman in the relationship, 
cleaning duties fell to you. And it seemed never-ending.  Why am I talking about 
housecleaning?  Because taking care of one’s soul demands a similar type of disci-
pline. Good housekeepers know that one has to be ruthless with dirt!  

 In the reading above from Philippians, the apostle Paul says that he makes 
sure to take out the garbage: “More than that, I regard everything as loss because 
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him” (vv. 8-9a, emphasis added). 

 Do you have any garbage to take 
out? Any grudges, resentments or bitter-
ness to throw out the window? Is your 
life filled with and burdened by guilt or 
feelings of regret?  If so, then it’s time to 
do some spiritual housecleaning.  

 Fortunately, if you’re willing, all you 
need to do is call the Cleaning Service. 
The Bible says that we are clean through 
the Word that Jesus spoke to us. It also 
says that we have been fully washed 
with the blood of the Cross.  

 David’s earnest prayer was that he might be clean (Psalm 51). May it be ours 
as well! 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for tossing out the trash. 

I am clean again and, for that, I thank you.  May your name be praised always!  Amen. 

 

Your partner in ministry, 

Carol 
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*The Massanetta Springs Youth Conference will 

run from the 21st through to the 24th 

02—Karen Urban’s Birthday 

03— First Friday @ Our Daily Bread 

         Tom Fuerst’s Birthday 

         Jane Adams’ Anniversary 

05—Deacons’ Meeting 

         Debbie Hudson’s Birthday 

06—Judy and Donald Cooke’s Anniversary 

08—Barbara Montazella’s Birthday 

10—Barbara Bookhart’s Birthday 

12—B&G Meeting 

18—Joyce Artysiewicz’s Birthday 

19—Session Meeting 

        Father’s Day 

23—Alice and Bob Megonigal’s Anniversary 

25—Debbie and Ken Hudson’s Anniversary 

28—Elizabeth Stoecker’s Birthday 

         Dorothy and Scott Burkley’s Anniversary 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

June 2022 

Deacons’ 

Meeting 

B&G Meeting 

Our Daily  
Bread 

Father’s Day 

Session Meeting 

Youth Sunday 

*See Note 
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Kenya 2022 

 The countdown has begun for the Kenya 2022 mission trip from June 5 – 17. The NCPC 

congregation has once again stepped up in support of our Kenyan brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  

 Eight boxes of school supplies have been donated for a two-room school, a church 

school, and the Maasai Girls Rescue Center. Believe it or not, many schools try to teach chil-

dren without the most rudimentary tools such as paper and pencils. NCPC members and 

friends also purchased pens, solar calculators, flash cards, rulers, crayons, colored pencils, 

construction paper, pencil sharpeners, erasers, scissors, glue, chalk, and a soccer ball for each 

classroom. Thank you for your faithfulness!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Depicted are school supplies donated for two of four classrooms) 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church will support its 6th mission trip to Kenya 
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 Seven ladies designed and created two beautiful 4 x 8 foot banners to decorate the new 

church we will complete on this trip. One banner depicts the dove of peace holding an olive 

branch and the crown reminding us that we all are part of the kingdom of God. The second 

banner depicts a cross made of African themed fabric with white fabric draped on it remind-

ing us of the promise of resurrection. The hands at the bottom describe the Body of Christ 

that is made up of many different people. 

 Thanks go to Judy Cooke, Barbara Montazella, Pat Wright, Norma Dunn, Alice Mego-

nigal, Cheryl Shields, and Nancy Carol Willis. The banners were dedicated during the May 22 

worship service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The Banner Ladies and the completed banners) 

 

 Nancy Carol Willis will lead a Why I Love Jesus: Sharing My Faith Story workshop for 95 

girls ages 9 – 18 at the Maasai Girls Rescue Center on June 11. The girls come from many 

different backgrounds. Some are orphans, some are rescued, some have run away from their 

families, some are destitute, and others are paying boarders for the high school. Many girls, 

particularly in the Maasai culture do not have access to medical care or an education. The 

girls at the rescue center who receive shelter, clothing, food, Christian education, and aca-

demic education, represent hope for the future of women in Kenya. Please pray for this minis-
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 The Session met on May 15th after worship. 

 New Castle Presbytery meets 5 times each year to conduct its business and each con-

gregation assigns an elder to attend these meetings. Our congregation is slated to send two 

elders, elected as commissioners, to attend the meeting.   Since Covid, these meetings have 

been held by Zoom meeting.   

 On May 22nd, Pastor Carol and I attended a meeting at the First Presbyterian Church in 

Milford, DE. for the annual review of our Session minutes and annual budget.  The review was 

for the 2021 calendar year and I am pleased to state that all went well and we passed without 

any reservations.  It was a new experience for me as clerk and It was very helpful to meet oth-

er Clerks of Session and to see how they maintain their books. 

 On May 22nd, after worship service, a Congregational Meeting was held to discuss the 

pending changes to the bylaws and the results of the “trial period” with the Session assuming 

the function of the Board of Trustees and the development of a Building and Grounds com-

mittee and a Financial/Stewardship committee with representation on the Session.  There was 

much discussion by many members, on the advantages and disadvantages of such a change.  

The motion to change the bylaws to eliminate the separate Board of Trustees and move the 

functions of that board to the Session was defeated.   

 Other changes to the bylaws to reduce the required number of members on the Nomi-

nating Committee, adding a statement that members attending a congregational meetings via 

electronic methods are considered present, counted in determining a quorum and a vote, and  

we also elected our 2022 Nominating Committee: Donna Casey, Janet Glaser, Ken Hudson, and 

Beverly Cook. 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pat Wright, Clerk of Session 

Clerk’s Report 
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May 
PROGRESSIVE DINNER 
Saturday May 14, 2022 was the date of our Spring Progressive Dinner. We would like to thank 

our hosts and guests for an amazing night! 

June 
PIGNIC 

The Pignic is back ! 

Sunday June 12, at 4:00pm we will hold our annual 

“Pignic”. 

The Deacons will supply Pulled Pork and Hot Dogs. Please 

feel free to bring a salad or a dessert. Water will be  

available. If you want something other that water please 

bring your own beverage.  

Fellowship 
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 As with any house, the house of the Lord re-

quires maintenance and TLC. The congregation is 

the source of our energy to keep our church in top 

condition and a pleasant environment to visit. 

 For the second year in a row Carolyn Stoecker 

has donated annual potted plants at the entrances 

of our sanctuary and education buildings. The colors 

make me smile and are God's statement that he 

loves us.  

 The Grass Cutting Teams are cutting around 

rainy days, and with the hot weather on the way, 

the presence of summer will soon shout out. If you 

did not know, cutting grass at our church takes 

about 4 man/woman hours (maybe less women 

hours, but who is counting :D ). Al Grimminger has 

power washed the sheds to keep the siding clear of unwelcome mold. Some soffit pieces 

which blew away have been replaced as well as a small walkway roof leak has been addressed 

thanks to Jay and Fred.  

 Our Sign Task Force has produced a small white sign identifying our place of worship, 

and this sign was mounted on one of the walkway columns. We are proud of the our logo and 

want it displayed appropriately.  Next newsletter we hope to reveal our proposed roadway 

signage that will replace the current large signs facing both Boyds Corner and Jamison Corner 

Roads. You might also see a small mound of dirt at the road entrance to our parking lot. This 

marks one end of a conduit underpass that will carry an electrical cable to the Jamison Corner 

Road sign lighting. 

Submitted by Fred Noll 

Buildings & Grounds 
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 The Bethel group has concluded our study of Where Do We Go From Here? by Dr. David 
Jeremiah.  This book provided a very conservative interpretation of scripture with a look to-
wards the end times.  He assessed current day events such as cancel culture, removal of stat-
ues, racism, sexual promiscuity, and sin by looking at what scripture told us about these 
events.  It was a very interesting and different education that complemented our study of 
Bethel.  Donna encourages our brothers & sisters in Christ who hunger for the Word to contin-
ue to read and study scripture over the summer.  We will begin a study of the Proverbs in the 
fall, so reading the book of Proverbs and praying for insight will be a wonderful preparation. 

 The women's retreat was a wonderful experience and we have begun to plan for next 
year.   

 The Sunday and Tuesday morning classes ended the year with a portion of a series by 
Tim Mackie on Spiritual Symmetry. We will resume classes in the fall.  

Submitted by Donna Casey  

Christian Education 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 

Author - Clay Harrison 

Submitted by Alice Megonigal 

 

Do something nice for someone you will meet today, 

And the seeds of human kindness will multiply in 

some way. 

There are many who are hurting who need a helping 

hand, 

Or a shoulder they can lean on when they're too tired 

to stand. 

When our random acts of kindness become a way of 

life,  

Daily blessings will soon replace disappointments and 

strife. 

Hugs and smiles pay dividends throughout a hectic 

day 

When acts of kindness are directed our way. 

Sometimes God sends you and I to answer someone's 

prayer, 

For some where there are angels we entertain una-

ware! 

The things we do in Jesus's name are seen by Him 

above, 

For random acts of kindness are selfless acts of love. 
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FATHER'S DAY CELEBRATION IDEAS 

Submitted by Alice Megonigal 

• Create an indoor picnic by moving furniture around and have his favorite  snacks. Plus 

idea: now bugs to worry about! 

• Fly a kite in the backyard. Create your own kite and print your names on it. See how far 

each kite flies. 

• Go on a bike ride together - after dusting them off! 

• Have an indoor or outdoor movie night - he gets to choose which movie! 

• Complete a puzzle together - store it somewhere that won't get bumped. 

• Construct something in Legos together. 

• Create a time capsule with an item for each family member and place the items in a plastic 

bag or other storage item that will not get wet. Remember the date it was created and 

agree how far in the future to open it! 
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How You Can Support Your Church 

Financial donations to church can be made by either: 
1 - Mailing them directly to the church at: 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Attn: Treasurer 

1125 Jamison Corner Rd 

Middletown, DE 19709 

2. Contact your bank, and they can set up an automatic payment schedule so the donation 

can be sent to the church (at the address above) on a certain day each month – most banks 

offer this as a FREE service.  This will save you a stamp and no need to remember if you sent 

in your offering. 

We are also looking at accepting donations via PayPal – the only down side 

of that is that PayPal takes 2.2% of the donation (i.e with a $50 donation, 

the church gets $48.90).   Although I completely understand the ease of  

PayPal, if you want 100% of your donation going to the church, it’s best to 

have a check sent to the church.   With PayPal you can make a one-time  

donation or automatically donate on a certain day each month.  

Thank you for supporting the work and mission of New Covenant Presbyterian Church with 

your donation.  

Yours in Christ, 

Ben Urban 

Do you shop with Amazon?   There is an easy method to have Amazon donate 0.5% (that is ½ 

of 1%) of your purchases to New Covenant Church.  There is no charge to you and no increase 

in the price.  I know 0.5% is not a lot of money but over time, if most of the church family uses 

smile.amazon.com, the money will add up.  So if you are already using Amazon, why not have 

Amazon donate some money to us. 

To quickly register to support the New Covenant Presbyterian Church Click Here 

 

Then remember to use smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com 

Reach out to me if you need any assistance.   —Ben Urban 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0373429

