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 “The Christian is an instrument played by 

the Holy Spirit.  The aim of spiritual discipline is 

to keep this instrument in tune.”  

                         Thomas Merton 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 When it comes to the topic of spirituality, most of 
us would agree that our spiritual lives leave something 
to be desired.  We talk about wanting a more meaning-
ful relationship with God, and we dream about things 
we could do to make that happen, but too often, that’s 
where it ends; we don’t carry through on our dreams. 

 A meaningful spiritual life takes work.  That’s why 
we call those things we do to deepen our spirituality 
“spiritual disciplines.”  We need to be intentional about 
making time and space for God in our lives - to create 
an environment that nurtures this relationship. 

 If we follow Thomas 
Merton’s analogy and we are 
able to see ourselves as in-
struments played by the Ho-
ly Spirit, then we must ask 
ourselves:  Are our instru-
ments in tune?  What might 
we do to allow the Spirit to 
play us even more beautifully, 
in ways that truly honor God?
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 Are we actively striving to encounter God and mold our lives into the likeness 
of Jesus Christ?  Or, have we put our instruments in the corner and allowed dust to 
collect on them?  Is our faith just another component of our lives which competes 
with so many others and often gets short-changed?  If this is the case, then I encour-
age you to make a commitment to refresh your spiritual life.  Use the upcoming sum-
mer months to consider some new possibilities and commit yourself to start these 
disciplines in the fall. 

 There are many ways that you can do this.  You can have a regular individual 
devotional and prayer time.  You can come to one of the Christian Education classes 
we offer at church and join your brothers and sisters in Christ as we learn more 
about God and ourselves, and encourage each other to grow spiritually.  You can 
worship every week, coming with an open mind and spirit to what God is saying to 
you, through me or others leading the service (including the music).  We can create 
Sabbath time in our lives when we do things to renew ourselves. 

 Thomas Merton continues, “Spiritual disciplines are like the tightening of a vio-
lin string...what we must do is bring the strings of the delicate instrument, which is 
our whole being, to the exact pitch which the Holy Spirit desires of us, in order that 
the Spirit may produce in us the exquisite melody of divine love we were created to 
sign…”  

 Friends, is your instrument in tune?  Remember, instruments don’t tune them-
selves.  If yours needs a tuning, commit yourself to it, make a plan, and stick to it.  
And when the going gets tough and you’re tempted to give up, draw on the strength 
of your church family to encourage and support you.  Perhaps you could join with an-
other to hold each other accountable to faithful discipleship.  That’s what the Body of 
Christ is supposed to do for one another.  May it be so for you and for me here at 
NCPC.  
 

Your partner in ministry, 

Carol 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

May 2023 

EASTER SEASON:  4/9/2023   -   5/27/2023  

5/1 Tom Bennett’s Birthday 

5/4  National Day of Prayer 

5/5 1st Friday at Our Daily Bread 

5/7 Deacons’ Meeting 

5/14 Trustees’ Meeting 

 Jenny Hugh’s Birthday 

5/18 Harry Kidd’s Birthday 

5/19 James Casey’s Birthday 

5/19 Pam & Harry Kidd’s Anniversary 

5/21 Session Meeting 

 Scott Kirks Birthday 

PENTECOST - 5/28 

5/22  Cheryl & Bill Shields’ Anniversary 

5/26   Janet & Al Grimminger’s Anniversary 

5/27   Barbara & Tom Bennett’s Anniversary 

Our Daily  
Bread 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Deacons’ 
Meeting 

 

Fred Noll 
Celebration 

Choir  
@ 6:15pm 

Pentecost 

Choir  
@ 6:15pm 

Choir  
@ 6:15pm 

Choir  
@ 6:15pm 

Choir  
@ 6:15pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Trustee 
Meeting 

Session 
Meeting 
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APRIL 
EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST:  APRIL 9TH AT 8:30 AM 

We hosted a breakfast before worship on Easter Sunday at 

8:30 a.m.  Everyone gathered for lots of delicious food and 

fellowship.  We had an omelet station planned but our cooks 

were under the weather, but no one when home hungry. 

GOD’S POWER AND LIGHT—JANE EYRE 

We had a great turnout for the musical, Jane Eyre, during the middle 

of April.  Thank you for coming, and supporting the show by GP&L.  

We’re looking forward to our Christmas show, Elf the Musical for all 

ages. 

 

MAY  
FRED NOLL - LET’S GIVE THANKS/CELEBRATE HIS TIME WITH US      5/7, 11 AM 

Come join us for a special Fellowship Time on 5/7 as we give thanks for all that Fred 

has done for NCPC and wish him well as he moves on to join his wife at her new 

church.  Thank you God for this blessing.  Come say “thanks” to Fred on 5/7! 

 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER ON SATURDAY, 5/20, 4 PM 

The Deacons have decided to have our Annual Pro-

gressive Dinner once again this year.  It is always a 

highlight of our church’s event calendar.  We will begin 

at 4 pm for appetizers and drinks at the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. Michael Adams.  From there we will get our 

dinner assignments followed by finishing up at the 

home of Barbara Montazello and Pat Wright for des-

sert. 

All will have a wonderful time with friends and great food.  It is a good time to have a 

small intimate time with new or old friends who make up our church family.  Please 

sign up.  We need at least 20 people or the event may be cancelled.  Any questions, 

call Cheryl Shields. 

Fellowship 
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Easter Season— Pentecost 
 

      

 

 

The Easter Season begins with Easter 

Sunday and lasts until Pentecost which 

comes on Sunday, May 28th.  Many of us 

never understood that “Easter” is a season, 

rather than just 1 day.  So, we hope that you 

can come to appreciate this season when 

we have so much for which to give thanks.  

Mother’s Day is on May 14th - Mother's Day is a celebration honor-

ing our mothers, as well as motherhood, maternal bonds, and the in-

fluence of mothers in society.  It is celebrated on different days in 

many parts of the world a day on which to give thanks for all those 

who have “mothered” us through the years.  

During this season, we also have the Ascension of the Lord on 

May 18th.  We commemorate Jesus’ ascension into heaven 

which occurs on Thursday the 18th which is 39-40 days after 

Easter.  We believe that Jesus ascended to heaven after his res-

urrection, where he was exalted as Lord and Christ, sitting at the 

right hand of God. 

Also during May, on 5/28 we observe Pentecost and we receive 

one of our denominational offerings.  Read about its purpose on 

the Mission page of the newsletter.  Pentecost is a special day 

which takes place on the 50th day after Easter Sunday.  It com-

memorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles and oth-

er followers of Jesus Christ, while they were in Jerusalem cele-

brating the Feast of Weeks. 

This year, Pentecost falls on a national holiday weekend of Memo-

rial Day.  To learn more about this national holiday, look on page 

10. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

      NOTE:  As we move forward, we will be reintroducing some of the 

worship practices that were typical before COVID - like passing offer-

ing plates and a more personal version of communion.  Stay tuned as 

we continue to evolve post-COVID. 
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 The arrangements for the Transformational Church to use our 

sanctuary and fellowship room have been finalized.  The TC will be 

using the buildings on the last Saturday of each month. They will be 

using the Sanctuary, nursery, the fellowship room and the small meeting room/library.   

Win and Fred/Bill will be their contacts and will assist them as needed in the first few 

months.  The session has agreed to the plans that were worked out by the Trustees 

and feel the Holy Spirit is guiding us in this Outreach ministry.  

 Jane Adams was elected as the Nominating Committee’s chairperson.  We are 

looking for several more members.  If you have suggestions, please let Jane know. 

 On April 24
th
 (Sunday evening), the Session members met with Pastor Tracy 

Keenan and Pastor Nate Phillips to begin our journey in the Vital Congregations initia-

tive.  Nate will be our regular facilitator and will help guide us through the process.  

The session began with prayer.   We then discussed the significant changes that the 

Christian church has been thru in it’s  2000 year history.  The 21
st
 century presents us 

with major changes in the technological revolution, a greater emphasis on the Holy 

Spirit, experience and a more relational faith.  We all signed a covenant agreement in 

which we pledged to approach the task with honesty and grace, energy, intelligence, 

imagination, love and faith and trust in the Holy Spirit to guide us. 

 Our recurrent prayer (John 14:27):  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 

do not let them be afraid.   

 We will keep you informed as we continue our journey. 

 The Session’s regular Stated meeting was held on April 16
th
.   

Yours in Christ 

Pat Wright 

Clerk of Session 

  

 

Clerk’s Report 
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Christian Education Classes Being Offered 

 Each and every week, we continue with our study of the Bible and biblical topi-

cal studies.  On Sunday (8:30 am) and Tuesday (10:30 am) mornings, we have been 

studying Adam Hamilton’s Half Truths, God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and 

Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say.  This curriculum has 5 lessons and we will contin-

ue with it until we take our summer break. 

 We are thankful that a few new folks have joined in our study.  Most of the par-

ticipants really feel like they benefit from this learning and would encourage one and 

all to take part.  We ALL are called to be Jesus’ followers, and the word DISCIPLE 

means LEARNER,  which means that you are never too old and it’s never too late to 

join in. 

 

 

 This month, several of our ladies participated in 

the Women’s Retreat held at Northbay Adventure Cen-

ter.  Learning and fun was enjoyed by all. 

 

Christian Education 
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Our Daily Bread:  We served 136 meals on First Friday, April 7th. 

Neighborhood House:  We continue our regular donations of non perishable food 

items to the community organization that services the Middletown-Odessa-Townsend 

area. 

Special Offering:  We will be receiving one of our de-

nomination’s Special Offerings this month on Pentecost.  A 

gift to this offering helps the church encourage, develop, 

and support its young people, and also addresses the 

needs of at-risk children.  40% of the offering can be re-

tained by our congregation to make an impact on local 

young people.  The remaining 60% is used to support min-

istries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Kenya Mission Trip:  Nancy Carol Willis and Paul Willbanks will join team mem-

bers from Washington, DC and Charlotte, NC in Kenya from May 31-June 14, 2023.  

This will be Nancy’s 4
th
  and Paul’s 5

th
 trip to Kenya with the Outreach Foundation 

which works with local communities in Kenya to complete a church and a school.  The 

churches are part of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA) which has seen a 

consistent 15% growth each year. 

 The team will revisit the Olasho Oibor Girls Rescue Centre where Nancy con-

ducted a Why I Love Jesus workshop in 2022.  This year Nancy has been asked to 

conduct Why I Love Jesus workshops at the Kanjeru Booth Girls High School of Ex-

cellence.  This is a boarding school for 360 girls and Nancy, Paul and the team visited 

this school last year during it’s construction. 

Much thanks to the NCPC congregation for all their wishes, prayers and support for 

our mission.  Thanks to you all of the materials for the workshops, the church and the 

school supplies have been purchased. 

 Kenya has experienced 6 straight seasons of drought and people outside the 

large cities depend on subsistence farming of corn, sweet potatoes, arrowroot and 

greens to survive.  The situation is very dire and many people are starving.  Please 

keep the people of Kenya in your prayers and please include the team during their 

travels and the work they do for God’s Glory. 

Sharing 

Mission Report 



 

9 

Frog Corner 
F.R.O.G. CORNER:  Forever Rely on 
God 

 
Don’t forget the meaning behind the acronym R I B B I T : 

Revere, Invite, Bless, Inspire, and Trust in the Lord. 

 

E A S T E R  - Everlasting Assurance through Salvation, 

Trust, and Eternal Resurrection. 
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UPDATES ON LANDSCAPING  
 

“Out with the old and in with the new” describes our 

landscaping efforts, as mentioned last month.  Well 

folks, its already happening little by little.  The land-

scape beds have been cleaned up, topsoil put in as 

well as mulch.  Plus a few new plants are gradually 

being put in.  And WHO is doing all this work?  Of 

course, our 3 lovely and handy ladies!  Keep 

watching for more to come!  

 

 

MEMORIAL DAY - WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? 

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, began during the American Civil War 

when citizens placed flowers on the graves of those who had been killed in battle.  Af-

ter World War I, it came to be observed in honor of those who had died in all U.S. 

wars, and its name changed to Memorial Day.  

This is a federal holiday in the United States for honoring and mourning the U.S. mili-

tary personnel who have died while serving in the U.S. armed forces.  It is observed 

on the last Monday of May.  From 1868 to 1970 it was observed on May 30th. 

 

Miscellaneous Reports 
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NCPC STEWARDSHIP 
Stewardship Isn’t Just During the Fall Stewardship Campaign - 

It’s EVERYWHERE and ALL THE TIME! 

 

We are in the season of Easter, or Eastertide, as some say.  On the Fourth Sun-

day after Easter (4/30/23), we hear of the disciples and Jesus walking to Emmaus 

(Luke 24).  Have you ever noticed that Jesus meets his followers where they are - 

with a gift they can receive.  This time, he walks alongside them, hearing their grief 

and doubt, and only then interpreting the Scripture.  Through his humble accompani-

ment and patient revelation of Scripture, he gives them the gifts they need to have 

hope.  Then, he does even more: he breaks bread with them, revealing his presence 

as the risen Lord, transforming their confusion into 

breathtaking clarity. 

 Perhaps this is a lesson we all need to learn:  Je-

sus’ persistence to meet his followers wherever they 

are, in whatever form they need, urges us to consider 

how we offer our gifts to be used in ministry.  Rather 

than “one size fits all,” there are many ways our offer-

ings can be made.  Rather than simply assessing what 

amount of time or money we can offer, and make a 

once-a-year commitment, Jesus’ model urges us to 

consider what gifts are most needed and when they are needed.  The form may 

change; the timing may shift; for in all things, the stewardship of our presence is of-

fered not for our glory, but for the sake of the world that God so loves. 

If you believe that God has called you to participate in the ministry of NCPC, 

then take a look around and see where your talents, time or resources might be need-

ed.  Then pray about how you share what you have, and let the Spirit lead you to 

share your blessings to help your church fulfill its ministries. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

           


