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Dear friends, 

 Do you believe that we are 
called to become new creations 
in Christ?  Have you been open 
to being transformed?  It is our 
calling from Christ and NCPC is 
beginning to participate in a 
P.C.U.S.A. Initiative called VITAL 
CONGREGATIONS.  Your Ses-
sion has made the commitment 
and we will involve you throughout this journey of faith.  
But let’s begin with a few scriptures: 

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? —Isaiah 43:19 

 
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and 

that God’s Spirit dwells in you? —1 Cor. 3:16 
 

See, the home of God is among mortals…See, I am 
making all things new. —Revelation 21: 3,5 

 

The Vision of Vital Congregations: 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, and in authentic 
relationships with mid councils, Vital Congregations Ini-
tiative seeks to equip, nurture and support church lead-
ers to empower their congregations to renew, recover 
and live more fully into faithful discipleship to Jesus 
Christ. 
 

 

The Purpose of Vital Congregations: 
 The purpose of the Vital Congregations Initiative 
is to work alongside leaders of existing congregations 
continually assessing, discerning and living into faithful 
actions that increase vitality through intentional spiritual  
 

~ continued ~ 
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practices that take them deeper into following Jesus Christ, so that their own lives 
are changed, congregations are transformed, and the mission of God spreads 
throughout particular communities and the world. 
 

 The Coordinator of Vital Congregations for our denomination is Kathryn 
Threadgill, who amazingly grew up in the first congregation I served as a pastor.  
She said this about this initiative:  “Courageous faith knows there is no assurance of 
comfort and ease to the life of discipleship in Jesus Christ.  Our Savior’s crucifixion 
taught us that.  Yet those who boldly dare to passionately follow know that this is a 
living faith in a living God, a living  Gospel that was always meant to be on the move!  
Christ’s followers are always reforming and revitalizing because they understand that 
is what resurrection and redemption are all about.”  

 The season of Easter - what a perfect time to begin such a spiritual journey 
along with other churches in our presbytery.  We have been assigned a facilitator 
from another congregation who will meet with us as we ask some important and 
challenging questions of ourselves.  His name is Nate Phillips and he is pastor of 
Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church.  We look forward to partnering with him on 
this exciting pilgrimage. 

 There is just something about this time of year that speaks of newness - rebirth 
- regeneration - renewal - and revival.  Your Session is excited to see where this 
journey will take us and we would ask for your prayers as we make the first steps. 
 

Your partner in ministry, 

Carol 
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30       

April 2023 

LENT:  2/22/2023   -   4/6/2023 

4/2 —   PALM SUNDAY; Deacons’ Meeting 

4/7 —   First Friday @ Our Daily Bread 

    Win Bookhart’s Birthday 

4/8 —   EASTER SUNDAY W/BREAKFAST 

    Paul Stoecker’s Birthday & 

    Pat Wright’s Birthday 

4/9 —   Trustee Meeting 

4/14 — Pam Leeson’s Birthday 

4/16 — Session Meeting 

4/20 — Jane Adam’s Birthday & 

    Nancy Carol Willis’ Birthday 

4/21 — Ruth Keiderling’s Birthday 

4/28 — Win & Barbara Bookhart’s Anniversary 

 

Our Daily  
Bread 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

Bells  
@7pm 

Choir  
@7pm 

PALM SUN-
DAY 

Deacons’ Mtg 

EASTER SUN-
DAY 

Trustee Mtg. 

Session 
Meeting 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

SERVICE 7 pm 
Lent Ends 
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March 

CHILI COOK-OFF WAS HELD ON MARCH 26TH AT 5:30 PM 

 On March 26th we gathered together to enjoy chili, cornbread, sal-

ads and dessert all contributed by members of our church family.  About 

20 people attended this event.  Fun was enjoyed by all and we had 2 

winners: Cheryl Shields was #1 but since she was the organizer, she 

passed this honor on to Kathy Henry, the runner up.  For cornbread, 

the winner was Jane Adams and they both received a special prize. 

 After dinner, we enjoyed an 

episode (A Close Shave) of Wal-

lace and Gromet (Claymation 

characters) by watching their film 

in the sanctuary.    

 Happy trails to one and all! 

 

 

April 

EASTER MORNING BREAKFAST:  APRIL 9TH AT 8:30 AM 

We are hosting a breakfast before worship on Easter Sunday at 8:30 a.m.  Everyone 

is encouraged to bring a casserole, side dish, fruit salad, or whatever tickles your fan-

cy.  There will be an omelet station hosted by the deacons.  Let’s join together in en-

joying this Resurrection Sunday! 

Fellowship 
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GOD’S POWER AND LIGHT PRESENTS: JANE EYRE, APRIL 13-16TH 

          Cheryl Shields and God’s Power and 

Light Company proudly presents the Broadway 

Musical “Jane Eyre”.  “It has been my dream 

and vision ever since I heard the music from 

this show to bring it to the Everett Theatre for a 

live stage production. God has given me a won-

derful team of actors, singers and dancers to 

compete this task” says Cheryl. 

          Jane Eyre, is a woman who’s on a life 

journey. Starting at her Aunt Reeds, who treats 

her cruelly, to Lowood School where she finds 

her faith in God and on to Thornfield Hall where 

she is hired as a Governess for Adele’ 

and  meets the brooding Mr. Edward Rochester 

whom she falls in love with. This is a heartfelt 

musical with romance, mystery and intrigue.  

For tickets, see Cheryl, go to the Everett Web-

site or ticket’s maybe purchased at the door.    

                 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 Do you know what “koinonia” is?  It is the Greek word for  

Christian fellowship, or communion, with God and our sis-

ters and brothers of faith.  It points to the fact that we hold 

something precious in common, and when we gather to-

gether around that principle, and get to know one another 

better, the Body of Christ is strengthened.  That is why we 

plan regular fellowship events each month - so that the 

family of NCPC will be strengthened and grow closer to-

gether as we love and serve God. 

 

                 

 

Fellowship (continued) 
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Worship 

THE HOLY SEASON OF EASTER 
 The liturgical season of Easter begins on Easter Sunday - the day when we cel-
ebrate the Lord’s resurrection - and it continues throughout this season of rejoicing, 
which commemorates Jesus’ ministry until his Ascension, and it continues through the 
Day of Pentecost, when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church. 

 The festival of the Resurrection of the Lord is the center of the Christian year.  
On this occasion, the church joyfully proclaims the Good News that is, at the very 
heart of the gospel - that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.  It is sometimes said that 
every Sunday is a little Easter; a liturgical theologian, Laurence Stookey, suggested 
that it might be more appropriate to say that every Easter is a great Sunday.  

 Pascha [or Easter] is the central event, the time of transformation of becoming a 
resurrected people - God’s new people. When Christ rose from the grave, death and 
all other “principalities and powers” that seek to entomb God’s will were forever de-
feated, and as a result, we have the gift of new life. 

 Easter is not simply the miracle of a dead person being raised from the grave, 
but a celebration of power that can shatter death in order that people can freely serve 
the God of life. In the resurrection of Christ, God’s awesome purposes were on dis-
play, revealing a radically new world of peace and harmony and equality and mutuali-
ty, about which we can only dream.  Both the incarnation at Christmas and the resur-
rection at Easter testify to the lordship of Christ.  May our lives be blessed by this mo-
mentous celebration of new life! 

HOLY WEEK - THE WEEK OF APRIL 2-9 
 
 

  
 
 

April begins with Holy Week with several opportunities to draw closer to God and 
one another, and growing spiritually. 
 

Palm Sunday ~ April 2  
Palm Parade & Communion 

Maundy Thursday ~ April 6 Communion/Reflection on Christ’s  
        Sacrifice 

Good Friday ~ April 7   Time to Pray/Reflect and Give  
        Thanks 

Easter Sunday ~ April 9  Easter Breakfast and Resurrection 
        Worship 
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Easter: Joy and Hope  
 As we approach Easter, we are reminded of the sacrifice that Jesus made for us 
on the cross and the joy of his resurrection.  This special day is a time for us to reflect 
on our faith and to be grateful for the gift of salvation that God has given us.  As we 
prepare to celebrate Easter, let us remember the words of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corin-
thians 15:20-22, “But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection 
of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will 
be made alive in Christ.” 

 The history of Easter in the Christian church dates back to the first century.  The 
word "Easter" comes from the Old English word "Eostre," which was the name of a 
pagan festival that celebrated the spring equinox.  The early Christians chose to cele-
brate the resurrection of Jesus during this time because it coincided with the Jewish 
holiday of Passover. 

 The celebration of Easter is an important tradition in the Presbyterian Church.  It 
is a time for us to remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us on the cross and the 
hope that his resurrection brings.  It is a time for us to reflect on our own faith and to 
renew our commitment to Christ. 

 As we celebrate Easter, let us remember that the resurrection of Jesus is the 
cornerstone of our faith.  Without the resurrection, our faith would be in vain.  Through 
his death and resurrection, Jesus conquered sin and death and opened the way for 
us to have eternal life.  This is why we can celebrate Easter with joy and hope, know-
ing that we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 In closing, I leave you with the words of John 11:25-26, “I am the resurrection 
and the life.  Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  Let us answer this 
question with a resounding yes, and let us celebrate the joy and hope that Easter 
brings. 

 May the peace and love of God be with you all this Easter season. 

Blessings, 

Georgia 
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The Session’s regular Stated meeting was held on March 19
th
.   

 We had reports from all of our committees and we heard all about several pro-

jects that the trustees and some helpers have been working on.   

 The final details on the agreement with Transformation Church (A Christian  

congregation that is predominantly Indian Telugu families who want a worship service 

in their native Indian language) on the use of our sanctuary/fellowship room for their 

service and fellowship on one Saturday evening each month is still in progress.  The 

Session approved the recommendation of the Trustees at last months’ meeting but fi-

nal details are still to come.   

 The Transformation Church is known for its vibrant and lively worship services 

and it places a strong emphasis on prayer, Bible study, and community outreach, and 

is committed to helping people deepen their faith in Jesus Christ.  One of the unique 

aspects of the Transformation Church is its focus on personal transformation. The 

church believes that everyone has the potential to grow and change, and encourages 

its members to pursue personal growth and transformation through prayer, study, and 

service. 

 The report from the Elders and Pastor Carol who attended the Presbytery’s Bay 

Retreat on March 3
rd

 and 4
th
, expanding the understanding of the “Vital  

Congregations” Initiative, was very positive and the full session voted in favor of 

adopting the initiative for our congregation.  The Session will further discuss this  

initiative and how to implement it at our next meeting in April. 

Yours in Christ 

 Pat Wright, 

Clerk of Session 

 

Clerk’s Report 
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2023 NCPC Shepherd Groups 

Pat Wright (elder)/Judy Cooke  
                             (deacon)                                
Joyce Artysiewicz 

Ivonne Bernal & Beth Kramer 

Donna Casey 

Skip & Pam Leeson 

Norma Dunn 

Carol A. McBride 

Carol L. McBride/Mike Easter 

 

Beverly Cook (elder)/Alice Megonigal   
                                  (deacon)   
Jane Adams 

Tom & Barbara Bennett 

Win & Barbara Bookhart 

Scott & Dottie Burkley 

Alayne Fitzpatrick 

Barbara Montazella 

Betty Lou Schafer 

 

Pam Leeson (elder)/Cheryl Shields  
                                 (deacon) 
Jay & Carol Fisher 

Al & Janet Grimminger 

Elizabeth Harlan 

Ken & Debbie Hudson 

Jenny Hugh 

Russ & Rita Morris 

Dan Moody & Georgia Mackay 

 

Barbara Montazella (elder)/Skip Leeson 
                                             (deacon) 
Beverly Cook 

Don & Judy Cooke 

Kathy Henry 

Ruther Keiderling 

Pam Kidd 

Tom Kimble 

Scott & Amy Kirk 

 

Barbara Bookhart (elder)/Kathy Henry 

          (deacon) 
Pat Deverell 

Jim Inners 

Bonnie Lawrence 

Carolyn Recla-Stoecker 

Ben & Karen Urban 

 
 

Jane Adams (elder)/Jim Inners (deacon) 

Janet Glaser 

Earlene Kelter 

Bob & Alice Megonigal 

Fred & Lynne Noll 

Sandy Phillips 

Bill & Cheryl Shields 

Paul Willbanks & Nancy Carol Willis 

***Just a reminder that each one of you is assigned 2 shepherds (one elder and one 

deacon) to love and care for you.  Give them a call so that they can get to know you, 

and love and serve you as Christ cares for us all. 
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JUMPING INTO 2023 

 Each and every week, we continue with our study of the Bible and biblical topi-

cal studies.  On Sunday and Tuesday mornings, we have been studying The God of 

the Way series.  This series has several different sections.  We are just now finishing 

up The God of the Way which tells the stories of five people from scripture:  Abraham, 

Sarah, Moses, Joshua, and Mary,  The series authors are Kathie Lee Gifford and 

Rabbi Jason Sobel.  They have released new materials on other parts of the series 

and we will pick up with them in the future. 

 After Easter, we will be studying a book by Adam Hamilton - Half Truths - God 

Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say.  Anyone 

who is interested, please let Jane Adams or Carol Fisher know and we will get materi-

als for you. 

 This month our ladies have the opportunity to join in fun, fellowship and learning 

at the Women’s Retreat  See the last page of this newsletter for details. 

Christian Education 
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Frog Corner 
F.R.O.G. CORNER:  Forever Rely on God 

 
Don’t forget the meaning behind the acronym R I B B I T : 

Revere, Invite, Bless, Inspire, and Trust in the Lord. 

 

E A S T E R  - Everlasting Assurance through Salvation, Trust, 

and Eternal Resurrection. 

 

As we approach this special season, let us remember the  

everlasting assurance we have through salvation in Christ.  Let 

us trust in him completely, knowing that he is the source of our hope and the anchor 

of our souls.  And let us look forward to the promise of eternal resurrection that we 

have through his death and resurrection.  May this Easter be a time of renewed faith 

and hope as we Forever Rely on God and continue to Revere, Invite, Bless, Inspire, 

and Trust in the Lord. 

 

Easter Humor 
 

Why did the Easter egg hide? Because it was a  

little chicken! 

 

What do you get when you pour hot water down 

a rabbit hole on Easter morning? A hot cross 

bunny! 

 

Why did the Easter bunny cross the road? To 

prove he wasn't a chicken! 

 

How do you know if a carrot is really an Easter 

bunny's favorite food? It leaves a hoppy after-

taste! 

 

Why did the Presbyterian minister bring a lad-

der to Easter Sunday service? To help people 

reach new heights in their faith! 
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Our Daily Bread:  We served 127 meals on First Friday, March 3rd. 

Neighborhood House:  We continue our regular donations of non perishable food 

items to the community organization that services the Middletown-Odessa-Townsend 

area. 

Special Offering:  We will be receiving one of our denomination’s Special Offer-

ings this month on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday - One Great Hour of Sharing.  

For over 70 years, OGHS has provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love with 

our neighbors in need around the world. 

In a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression, mil-

lions of people lack access to sustainable food 

sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and op-

portunity.  The 3 programs supported by OGHS - 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - 

all work in different ways to serve individuals and 

communities in need.  When we all work together we 

can make a difference in our world. 

 

 

 

Mission Report 
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UPDATES ON CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS:   
Sanctuary Pendant Light replacement is  

completed.  We had a lot of help from Fred Noll, 

Bill Shields, George Wright and Al Grimminger.  All 

of the lights in the Sanctuary are LED bulbs to help 

hold down on the electric cost. 

Sandy Phillips arranged for the removal of shrub-

bery at the front entrance of the church in  

preparation for new planting in the spring.  R.J. 

Rizzardi is to be thanked most graciously for this 

big undertaking and they did it for FREE! THANK 

YOU VERY MUCH! 

“Out with the old and in with the new” describes our landscaping efforts.  Some our la-

dies are making plans for shrubs/plants that will 

bloom at different times of the year.  Thanks to all! 

Fred Noll had a load of screened top soil delivered 

and several volunteers helped spread it on our 

beds and around the new sign.  Some of it was al-

so used to fill in the sink holes from the buried  

cable, and to fill in around the church. 

Fred Noll, Ben Urban and Win Bookhart have agreed  

to rewrite our "Facility Use Rules" in much more  

detail than we now have. 

 

Trustees’ Report 
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NCPC FINANCES 

TREASURER’S   REPORT 

By Paul Willbanks 

YTD February 2023 Financials 

Monthly Contributions    

(Pledges, Non-Pledge and 

Open Plate) 

26,349. 55                    

All Other Income 1.04                   

Total Income 26,350.59                 

    

Missions                       

Buildings & Grounds 3,505.43                    

Finance/Operations 1,016.89                   

Personnel 15,613.19                   

Total Expenses 20,135.51                   

Net Income/Difference 6,215.08                  

A Stewardship Thought from 

I Corinthians 16 
 

 The apostle Paul told the church at 

Corinth “You get the same instructions I 

gave to the churches in Galatia.  Every 

Sunday each of you make an offering and 

put it in safe keeping.  Be as generous as 

you can.” (The Message) 

 Have you considered that we un-

consciously frame the size of our God 

through our giving?  In a few short words 

Paul lays out before us a wonderful core 

ingredient of 

Christian worship 

when we gather 

on the Lord’s Day 

- generous giving 

is expected with 

regularity, by eve-

ryone, in propor-

tion to their in-

come and with a consciousness of ex-

tending God’s blessings to us beyond our 

local congregation. 

 So, yes we are called to give gener-

ously but one of the hindrances to this is 

our limited view of God and the generosi-

ty to which we all are called.  So, how big 

of a God do you believe in?  And do you 

want to limit our Creator and us, who 

were created in God’s image, to the small 

frame in which you want to place him? 

 

 

           

 

 

Two Ways to Support Your Church: 

     We’re at the end of the first quarter of 
2023.  In case you don’t remember, there 
are a few ways that you can support 
NCPC financially in addition to regular 
giving.  One is by helping to defray the 
cost of envelopes which is about $3 per 
person. 

     The other is to consider donating to-
ward the Per Capita cost which is $30 per 
person.  This goes to support the various 
ministries of the P.C.U.S.A.   

     If you decide to donate toward either 
of these, please mark them accordingly.  
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Dear Church Family, 

As we approach the end of the first quarter of the year, we want to express our  
gratitude for your generosity and dedication to our church.  Your generous donations 
of time, talents, and financial resources have helped to make our church a warm and 
welcoming place for all who enter our doors. 

Despite these efforts, we are still dealing with a funds shortage in our budget.  While 
we understand that many of our church family members are facing financial  
challenges of their own, we would like to ask each person or family to prayerfully  
consider how they might be able to help decrease our deficit. 

There are many ways to give back to our church community, whether it be through a 
financial contribution or the donation of time and talent.  Your support will help us to 
continue offering our services to the community and maintain our beautiful church. 

If you are able to give financially, even a small donation can make a big difference.  
We also understand that not everyone may be able to give monetarily, but there are 
many other ways to contribute.  Consider volunteering your time to help with church 
events, outreach programs, or even maintenance tasks around the building. 

We also want to remind you of the option to give through planned giving or estate 
planning.  Leaving a legacy gift to our church can help ensure that our ministries will 
continue to impact lives for generations to come.  We believe that every little bit helps, 
and we are grateful for any support that you can provide.  By working together, we can 
ensure that our church community remains strong and continues to thrive. 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity. We are blessed to have each 
and every one of you as a part of our church family. 

May God bless you and your families! 

Stewardship 
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Submitted by Donna Casey 

“WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM”  
WOMEN’S RETREAT 2023 — NORTHBAY ADVENTURE CENTER  

FRIDAY 4/21 - SUNDAY 4/23 

FAVORITES RETURNING: 

• FIRESIDE FORGIVENESS SERVICE 

• WHY I LOVE JESUS ART PROJECT 

• SECRET PAL 

• SHARING MEAL PREPARATION/CLEAN UP 

• SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP CEREMONY WITH 

COMMUNION 

• CLOSING CEREMONY 

• NORTHBAY ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES: 

• OZIP LINE, ROCK WALL 

• OKAYAK/CANOE 

• GIANT SWING 

 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

• GUEST PASTOR ELIZABETH BRINEGAR FROM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN ARKANSAS 

• GUEST PREACHER FEATURING REVEREND ROBERT BANKS 

• SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS CENTERED ON THEME 

 

TWIN BED ROOMS DOUBLE OCCUPANCY — $300 PER PERSON 

KING BED ROOM SINGLE OCCUPANCY — $435 PER PERSON 

50% DEPOSIT DUE 11/30 

Women’s Retreat 


