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April 2022

Dear friends,

INSIDE THIS ISSUE (CLICK ME)

During this time of year when we are so happy that winter is
ending and spring is upon us, I share this article by Fred
Craddock with you. May it bless you deeply!

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR.. 1
CALENDAR……………………...…..3
(EVENTS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES)

The Miracle of Growth
Want to see a miracle?
Take a small seed and put
it under several inches of
dirt. Give it light,
water and fertilizer. It
doesn’t matter that the
ground is a zillion times
the weight of the seed.
The seed WILL PUSH IT BACK and BURST OUT of the dirt,
eventually BECOMING A THRIVING PLANT! So, never underestimate the POWER OF A SEED!
How does that relate to us as disciples of Christ? I think it
means being willing to empty your pockets for somebody
else’s children. I think it means to treat people who are not
your father and mother as those who are. I think it means to
claim as brother and sister, people to whom you are not kin.
I think it means to reach out and touch untouchable people,
as far as our society is concerned. I think it means to sit at
table and break bread together with people who live far
outside the tight social circle of most of your friends. It
means to be a voice for moral values in a culture that will
immediately accuse you of too much moralistic/judgmental
thinking and preaching. It means to witness for Jesus Christ
when evangelism is being laughed at everywhere.
~ continued on next page ~
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It means being an advocate for others - to speak the gospel as though something were at
stake, because it really is! It means to continue to minister to those outside our walls, even
when the paint is peeling in our own buildings. I think it means that.
- Sentiments shared by Fred Craddock, Defining what it could mean to take up the
Savior’s cross and follow him

Your Partner in Ministry

Carol

How appropriate to reflect on this miracle when we are preparing to receive the One Great
Hour of Sharing special offering (pg 17) .

4 CROSSES
Did you know that there are 4 crosses in the world?
There are 4 things worthy of us giving our lives TO
and FOR. These 4 things are:
LOVE – TRUTH – JUSTICE - BEAUTY.
When we take up one of these crosses and follow
Jesus, we deny ourselves on behalf of LOVE, on behalf of the pursuit of TRUTH, on behalf of the creating of JUSTICE, on behalf of the creation of BEAUTY.
We DENY ourselves and DEVOTE ourselves to these
things. But we also FIND ourselves.
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April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

5

Deacons’
Meeting

Bells @7pm

*See Note

10
Palm Sunday

11

12

13

B&G Meeting

Bells @7pm

*See Note

Choir @7pm

17

18

19

20

Easter Sunday

Easter Monday
Bells @7pm

*See Note

Choir @7pm

24

25

26

27

*See Note

Choir @7pm

Session Meeting Bells @7pm

6

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

Choir @7pm

Maundy
Thursday

Our Daily
Bread

16

Good Friday

21

22

23

28

29

30

*On Tuesdays there is a 10:30am Bible study
and a 7:30pm Book Study

17th - Easter Sunday
Breakfast @ 8:30

3rd - Deacon’s Meeting

20th - Jane Adams’ Birthday
Nancy Carol Willis’ Birthday

4th - Volkman Anniversary

21st - Ruth Keiderling’s Birthday
Njoroge Anniversary

7th - Win Bookhart’s Birthday
8th - Paul Stoecker’s Birthday
Patricia Wright’s Birthday

24th - Session Meeting
28th - Bookhart Anniversary

10th - Palm Sunday
B&G Meeting

Easter Morning Breakfast
We will have an Easter Morning Breakfast
starting at 8:30AM. Please feel free to bring
breakfast casseroles, eggs, sweets etc.
Coffee and juice will be supplied.

14th - Maundy Thursday service @ 7 pm
Pam Leeson’s Birthday
15th - Our Daily Bread
Good Friday

There will be a sign-up sheet at the rear of
the sanctuary.
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HOLY WEEK
WORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
Passion/Palm Sunday – April 10th
Worship at 10 a.m. –
A Procession of Palms

Maundy Thursday – April 14th
Worship at 7:00 p.m. – Worship with

Good Friday – April 15th
Observance of the Crucifixion
Time for Prayer and Meditation

Easter Sunday – April 17th
Potluck Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. – Come One and All
Worship at 10 a.m. –
A Celebration of Communion
and a Witness to the Resurrection
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Kenya 2022, May 30 – June 12
New Covenant Presbyterian Church will support its 6th mission trip to Kenya
Purchase School Supplies - Click Here
Paul Willbanks and Nancy Carol Willis will join members of the Mid-Atlantic Synod this June to help build
a church and school in Kenya. Stu Ross, East African
Mission Consultant for Outreach Foundation, is our
projects leader in Kenya.
NCPC has supported six mission trips over 15 years
by creating church banners and collecting school
supplies.
The construction of churches and schools is a joint
commitment between local Kenyan communities,
Outreach Foundation, and teams from the USA. The
way it works is that a community applies to Outreach
Foundation for assistance in building a church. The
community raises the funds to purchase land and
have Outreach Foundation pour the concrete foundation and erect the steel framework and roof.
The US team raises the funds to complete the construction of metal walls and doors, and to paint all
exposed metal. Pictured is the new Githima church
upon our arrival.
NCPC will create two 4 x 8 foot banners to decorate
the church. Then, the community and dignitaries
from the Presbyterian Church East Africa (PCEA) dedicate the new church and celebrate with a feast afterward. Pictured are the procession to dedicate the new
church and our banners.
The church will start a school with a feeding program
in their building during the week. Typically, in two
years the school grows large enough for another Outreach team to build an adjacent two-room
schoolhouse.
To support the new church and the two-room school, NCPC collects school supplies. Pictured are
school supplies collected in 2016.
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Try to imagine learning reading, writing, and arithmetic without paper, pencils, or teaching aids, like
flash cards, blackboard, or chalk. Pictured is a typical classroom.
By the time we arrive on the scene, the concrete
has been poured and the metal frame and roof
have been erected on the new, spacious two-room
schoolhouse. We add the walls, room divider,
blackboards, seating, and paint all exposed metal.
There is a dedication ceremony, where the children
perform songs and we present them with the
school supplies that all of you contributed.
In previous trips, the team has visited the Maasai
Girls Rescue Center in the Maasai Mara region. In
the Maasai culture wealth is determined by the size
of a man’s herd of cattle. In order to manage large
herds, a man must have many sons, and many
wives to produce the sons.
Families with girls arrange marriages in exchange
for cattle. Girls as young as nine are married. They
typically receive no education or healthcare.
Some years ago a missionary travelled into the
Maasai Mara and converted a chief to Christianity.
Slowly, the Maasai culture is changing.
Outreach Foundation has built a church and a Rescue Center, where girls ages nine to 18 who escape
from these marriages are sheltered, educated, and
cared for. Pictured is the 2016 team at the Maasai
Girls Rescue Center.
This year, the team may be able to lead a Why I
Love Jesus faith sharing workshop with the girls.
Please pray that we are granted permission, and please pray for the girls themselves. They are the future for
women in Kenya.
You can support this mission trip by purchasing school supplies. A wish list of school supplies has been created on Amazon at the link below. Please have them shipped to Nancy Carol Willis, 1322 Bayview Road, Middletown, DFE 19709. THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! https://smile.amazon.com/gp/registry/
wishlist/2BPGSBGMV54KV/ref=cm_wl_huc_view
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The Clerk’s Report
The Session met on Sunday March 20th after the worship service.
We are coming to the end of our trial period for moving the work of the Trustees to
two new Session committees - the Buildings and Grounds committee and the Finance &
Stewardship Committee. Everything seems to be going well. The B&G committee is meeting
regularly and conducting the business of maintaining our facilities without major issues.
A Finance Committee has been established and will be planning regular meetings.
They have asked each committee to review and better define their tasks and to be more
specific in listing the expenses for those tasks. This should improve the elders understanding
of the budget and help out with the budgeting process in the future.
PLEASE TAKE NOTE: If anyone has any comments concerning this change/trial period where the work done by the trustees has been moved under the Session - where there has
been a separation of the Building and Grounds responsibilities and the Finance responsibilities, please contact Ben Urban (Finance/Stewardship) and/or Fred Noll (B&G), giving them
your feedback.
Presbytery has revised its funding for education and mission projects. They will now
fund $300/person (child or adult) or up to $3000/church/year.
With COVID-19 infections in our area and the country as a whole steadily dropping,
the session is reviewing some of our COVID-19 protocols with the thought of returning to
some pre-COVID-19 routines. Hand sanitizer will be kept available in various locations in the
church buildings and masks will remain optional. It was decided that collection plates would
be placed on each of the cabinets in the back of the sanctuary for people to drop in their
collections. The contents will be consolidated and brought to the communion table at the
front of the sanctuary during the service with the second plate remaining in the back to
receive any collections at the end of the service. The wicker basket will be used for Deacons’
collections on fifth Sundays. Communion will remain the same for now but returning to the
passing of the plates will be revisited in the future.
The session approved a project with Mark Urban to review our computer system and
evaluate our cyber security status and to make recommendations for any changes if needed.
Yours in Christ,
Pat Wright
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Fellowship
MARCH
March’s Fellowship Event was the Chili Cookoff.
Thank you to the attendees, guests, and those
who brought food! Congratulations to our Chili
winner, Cheryl Shields, and our Cornbread
winner, Carol Fisher. It was an evening of good
food, fun, and great fellowship. During Dessert
Time we enjoyed some good old western favorites - The Lone Ranger and Roy & Dale Rogers.

APRIL
On April 5th at 7pm we will be hosting the Ambassadors from the African Children’s Choir.

Former Choir children dating back to the first Choir will sing and share their beautiful stories of
hope with you. They'll share African and gospel music, original songs, and some of your favorites! Don't miss out on this special opportunity to meet some of the choir children... all grown
up. RSVP at https://accatncpc.rsvpify.com/
We will have an Easter Morning Breakfast starting at 8:30AM on
the 17th. Please feel free to bring breakfast casseroles, eggs,
sweets etc. Coffee and juice will be supplied. There will be a
sign-up sheet in the rear of the sanctuary.

MAY
Our Annual Progressive Dinner will be on May 14, from 4-5:30PM
The evening will start with appetizers and drinks at the home of Jane and Mike Adams,401
Reading Ln., Middletown, DE. You will then receive your dinner assignments. After dinner we
will meet together again for dessert at the home of
Barbara Montazella and Pat Wright located at 4110
Laughton Ln. Middletown, DE.
We are currently looking for houses to host dinner.
Please sign up in the back of the church or see/call
Cheryl Shields at 302-602-1638
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Buildings & Grounds
Submitted by Bill Shields & Fred Noll
Buildings - Jay Fisher is in the process of painting the education room next the Pastor’s office,
and Carol painted 2 accent walls in her office. What a Team :) !

The Large Shed has been reorganized and cleaned out. Thanks to all. We are currently staging
metal shelving to modify for decoration storage in the small shed. We have found a home for
the 6 small fire extinguishers. The Mower shed now has 2 and the Large shed has 2. They have
been mounted next to doors for easy access. The remaining 2 will be used for training the
congregation on the proper use of a fire extinguisher. The office computer has been upgraded
for a minimal $ amount. Runs faster. Thanks to Georgia.
Grounds - DelDOT has denied our request to use the corner lot to mount a church sign. We
are now going through the formal process of requesting a Right of Way Use Agreement, which will
permit us to use (mow) and maintain their property at
our expense. "What a Deal"! We are arranging a
meeting with DelDOT to confirm the ROW limits per
drawings, so that when we install new signage we will
not infringe on their property. The snow season is at
an end (we hope). Time to move the Blue salt barrel. Three trees that currently block or shade the
parking lot lighting will be removed as the weather
grows warmer.
Anyone need FREE wood for burning?
Grass cutting to begin around the 1st week of April
or, at least, prior to Easter Sunday.
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Buildings & Grounds
Projects Tint material for rear sanctuary windows to reduce glare on the video screen will soon be in
place. This will make viewing the video wall a bit easier. The Sign Task Force has met twice
and has been brainstorming a sign design. Our target is to have recommendations by June 15.
We will be also laying an electrical cable to the entrance sign location for enhanced lighting.

Next Scheduled Meeting - Sunday April 10, 2022 at 11:30 in the Pastor’s Office

Technology
As mentioned in the B&G update, Georgia has updated the church office computer to
run faster for a minimal amount of money. This included a new hard drive and new ram.
Tech support helped 2 members of the church in March. All proceeds go to NCPC.

Georgia and Mark Urban have been meeting to discuss cyber security for the church.
This is for Mark’s master’s degree at Wilmington University. It is
important to remember that we are streaming our services online and
all it takes is one malicious person to find us on YouTube to trigger a
cyber attack. Of course, we are not anticipating this to happen, but we
are setting up defenses in advance. Together we will work on a plan to
protect the church from anything ranging from serious hackers to a
member of the church accidentally deleting a file.
Going forward there might be some changes to the computer login account for
counting on Sundays. I appreciate everyone's patience with the changes to the system.
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Christian Education
Submitted by Donna Casey
Adult Christian education classes completed The Rock, The Road & The Rabbi. Pastor
Carol is leading a Lenten study titled He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado. Classes are Tuesday
mornings at 10:30AM & Sunday mornings at 8:30AM. Zoom remains available for the Tuesday
class.
Bethel class led by Donna Casey & Pastor Scott Burkley was completed the end of February. Approximately 21 people participated at one time or another. Many attended most of
the 40 lessons comprehensively educating on the Old & New Testaments.
Many of the Bethel group plus a few additional participants have
begun the study of the book Where Do We Go From Here by Dr. David
Jeremiah. They meet at the same time as Bethel, Tuesday evenings at
7:30PM via Zoom. This is a controversial book elucidating current events
from an historical and Biblical perspective.
The New Castle Presbytery Youth planning committee announced that Triennium will be
cancelled for this year due to increasing costs and restrictions resulting from COVID. The
group continues to plan our trip to Massanetta June 21-24. James and Jackie are very excited
about returning to Massanetta. Jackie’s friend Pheobe will be attending also. The scholarship
application was completed by Donna and submitted to New Castle Presbytery. It was however returned because there are proposed changes to the scholarship fund and they halted accepting applications until those changes are decided upon.
Goals for next month:
•

Continue to support youth to attend Massanetta

•

Continue to lead Where Do We Go From Here study group

•

Participate & encourage others in Lenten Study

•

Continue to discern where the Holy Spirit is leading me in providing Christian Education to
our congregation.
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The Arts
GP&L Presents "Oliver"
April 8-10, 2022
Friday and Saturday 7:30

Sunday 2pm
The Everett Theatre
Contact Cheryl Shields for tickets and information
Towle Institute Drama Club Presents “Flapper”
A madcap musical romp through the 1920s

April 29—30, 2022
The Commodore Community center, North St
Georges
Contact Cheryl Shields for tickets and information

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to
the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.“ Psalm 96
Our choir, led by Ken Hudson, is always looking for new members. If you can sing a hymnyou’re in!
“Music has a way of piercing into
the deep parts of our soul, that
assists in our expression and
response to God and to the
church. Singing helps unites us to
the church. The Gospel alone
unites believers to one another.
However, music is a tool that allows us to do so. “ -Samford Edu
Photo by Beverly Cook
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When: April 29-May 1, 2022

Where: North Bay Adventure Retreat Center, North East MD
Purpose:
Drawing closer to God
Individual and collective spiritual growth
Peace
Pragmatics:
Share cooking/cleaning/providing meals
Sunrise Services on the beach
Saturday afternoon activities options by North Bay
Friday and/or Saturday night bonfire
Highlighted Activities:
Walk on the beach after dinner
Why I Love Jesus Art Activity
Facility activities including kayaks, zip line, rock wall, or
nothing at all
Bonfire with worship activity
Free time for journaling, walking, etc.
Closing ceremony, revelation of secret pal
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What's In Your Hand

Or in your hand may rest a pen
That you can use to write

July 2021 edition of Stewardship newsletter,
copyright Parish Publishing, LLC

Words of great encouragement

Submitted by Alice Megonigal

To bring a friend God's light.

What's in your hand that God can use

Maybe you hold a piece of bread,

To bring him glory and praise?

A cup of water, too.

When you offer it to the Lord

When they're offered to one in need,

He'll use it in special ways.

God will bless through you.

Moses offered a shepherd's staff

Though you may look down at your hand

God used to part the sea,

And nothing is found there,

And when he struck the desert rock,

When you lift them to the Lord,

Water poured out freely.

He'll hear and answer prayer.

Your hand may hold an instrument

You may think my gift is too small,

That you can play and sing

But it matters not the size.

A song of praise and worship

When God looks at your open hand,

To glorify the King.

Your gift he multiplies.

The World According to Mister Rogers - Important Things to Remember
“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me
‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’ To this day, especially in
times of ‘disaster’, I remember my mother's words, and I am always comforted by realizing
that there are still so many helpers - so many caring people in this world.”
Submitted by Alice Megonigal
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Easter Hymn - Jesus Christ is Risen Today
Listen Here
History
The author is unknown but early manuscripts suggest that the hymn was written in Germany
in the 14th century. The hymn is most frequently set to the hymn tune “Easter Hymn” which
was composed in the Lyra Davidica in early 18th century. Although little is known about the
origin of “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” it brings together the two great themes of Holy Week
and Easter, the Cross and the Resurrection and celebrates the message of Holy Week and Easter – Christ crucified and risen.

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as God’s love; Alleluia!
praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

"The Resurrection of Christ" by Noël Coypel (1700)
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Submitted by Alice Megonigal
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Special PCUSA Offering
This Sunday, March 27th we will begin our collection for One
Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) and will continue the collection through
April 17th, Easter Sunday. You will find envelopes in the pockets on the
back of the chairs and brochures in the back of the sanctuary.
This is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together to
work for a better world. The offering provides us a way to share God’s
love with our neighbors.
There are 3 programs within OGHS; Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) and Self-Development of People (SDOP). Together these programs work in different ways to serve
individuals and communities in need and in crisis. From the initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, they all work together to provide people with safety, sustenance and hope.
PDA works with communities and sometimes other organizations to assist communities to recover
from natural and human caused disasters (including war) and to support refugees. In 2020, PDA granted $6.5
million in more than 500 grants in the USA and 56 countries. Of that, $3.5 million was for “Covid-19 response.
PDA is currently working with several other church organizations to assist the refugees from the war in
Ukraine. The funds are directed to local and regional churches and church organization that are familiar with
the area and the local needs and how to get the supplies to where they are needed. (Receives 32% of funds)
PHP takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation and the systemic causes of poverty. PHP embraces the PC (USA) vision Of Mathew 25 that encourages us to see Christ in those who are hungry, thirsty, imprisoned and oppressed and work to “alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes”. In 2020 PHP provided nearly
$1million in 131 grants in the USA and 19 other countries. This included 46 grants dealing with Covid-19 response. (Receives 36% of funds)
SDOP works with low-income communities both here at home and in other countries, to overcome oppression and injustice. SDOP works with national and international partner organizations to fund projects, in
economically poor communities around the world, which provide an opportunity for those communities to develop solutions to their own challenges. (Receives 32% of funds)
NCPC is a “Mathew 25” congregation and in 2020 we received a PHP grant, through the Mid-Atlantic
Synod, designated to alleviate hunger in our area. We partnered with Friendship House, located at Church on
Main in Middletown, to provide single serve, microwaveable breakfast and lunch items and for “to Go” bags
that contained a flip top can of meat, nuts, single-serve fruit, crackers, granola bars, chips and cookies. Many
of the people that frequent Friendship House are homeless and in need of items that do not require refrigeration or cooking.
Mathew 25: 34-36, 40
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepare for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.’ ...”The king will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.’
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How You Can Support Your Church
Financial donations to church can be made by either:
1 - Mailing them directly to the church at:
New Covenant Presbyterian Church
Attn: Treasurer
1125 Jamison Corner Rd
Middletown, DE 19709

2. Contact your bank, and they can set up an automatic payment schedule so the donation
can be sent to the church (at the address above) on a certain day each month – most banks
offer this as a FREE service. This will save you a stamp and no need to remember if you sent
in your offering.
We are also looking at accepting donations via PayPal – the only down side
of that is that PayPal takes 2.2% of the donation (i.e with a $50 donation,
the church gets $48.90). Although I completely understand the ease of
PayPal, if you want 100% of your donation going to the church, it’s best to
have a check sent to the church. With PayPal you can make a one-time
donation or automatically donate on a certain day each month.
Thank you for supporting the work and mission of New Covenant Presbyterian Church with
your donation.
Yours in Christ,
Ben Urban

Do you shop with Amazon? There is an easy method to have Amazon donate 0.5% (that is ½
of 1%) of your purchases to New Covenant Church. There is no charge to you and no increase
in the price. I know 0.5% is not a lot of money but over time, if most of the church family uses
smile.amazon.com, the money will add up. So if you are already using Amazon, why not have
Amazon donate some money to us.
To quickly register to support the New Covenant Presbyterian Church Click Here
Then remember to use smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com
Reach out to me if you need any assistance.

—Ben Urban
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