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Dear friends,
As you receive this
newsletter, the season of Lent is upon us. Ash Wednesday (March 2nd)
kicks off this liturgical season. It is a season that is the
40 days prior to Easter, excluding Sundays. Sundays
don’t count in the 40 days because every Sunday is
considered to be a “little Easter.” The significance of

40 comes from the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness (where he fasted, prayed, and reflected on what
God was calling him to do) before beginning his ministry. It also commemorates the 40 years the Israelites
spent in the wilderness before settling in their own
land.
The purpose of observing Lent is to have a time set

aside to prepare for Easter. It is a time of prayer and
reflection – of confession and self-sacrifice. It is a time
to remember the temptation, suffering, and sacrifice
Jesus made for us. But most of all, it is a time to ready
ourselves for the humble thankfulness and sheer joy of
Easter morning.
~ continued on next page ~
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In order to accomplish this important work, I am proposing a special kind of journey,

and I challenge and encourage you to join me on this journey. It is a spiritual journey of putting our faith into action. It is a journey of reaching out to others in love. I
have entitled it Reach Out in Love and I encourage you to take part in it.
Check out pages 5-6 of this newsletter for your Devotional Guide to Lent.
There are 10 Practices to Consider during Lent to help you deepen your faith. It is
my prayer that the suggestions provided will not only strengthen you personally but
bind us together as a faithful church family.

Read over the devotional guide and prayerfully consider committing yourself
to join me and your sisters and brothers in Christ on this spiritual journey. Depend
on God for strength, guidance and support. God can use this holy season to prepare us, both individually and corporately, to experience a joyous and blessed Easter this year. Please join me in Reaching Out in Love this year!
Your Partner in Ministry,

Carol
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March 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2 Lent Begins 3

Bible Study

Ash Wednesday
Service 7 pm

6

7

8

9

Deacons’
Meeting

Bells @7pm

Bible Study

Choir @7pm

13

14

15

B&G Meeting

Bells @7pm

20

21

Fri

4

Our Daily
Bread

Sat

5

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

Bible Study

Choir @7pm

St Pat’s Day

22

23

24

25

26

Session Meeting Bells @7pm

Bible Study

Choir @7pm

27

28

29

30

Bells @7pm

Bible Study

Choir @7pm

Chili
Cookoff

31

1st—Bible Study 7:30PM – 8:30PM

17th— Saint Patrick's Day

Anniversary - Nancy Carol Willis & Paul

19th — Jeff Volkman’s Birthday

Willbanks

20th — Session Meeting

2nd—Ash Wednesday; 7pm service @ NCPC

20th— Chili Cookoff, More Info to Come

3rd— Brenden Kirk’s Birthday

22nd — Bible Study 7:30PM – 8:30PM

4th — First Friday @ Our Daily Bread

29th — Bible Study 7:30PM – 8:30PM

John Easter’s Birthday

29th — Deadline for April Newsletter

4th to April 16th — Lent
6th — Deacon’s Meeting

And remember!

8th — Bible Study 7:30PM – 8:30PM

Monday Bells @7pm, Wednesday Choir @7pm

13th — Buildings and Grounds Meeting
15th — Bible Study 7:30PM – 8:30PM
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LENT
A Journey of Spiritual Preparation
–
From Palm Sunday to the Cross

What is Lent? It is a season of preparation during which we recall the whole life, teachings,
and ministry of Jesus. It begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at Easter. The origin of the word
is “lencten,” meaning spring. The liturgical color is purple, signifying penitence, humility and
suffering. It last for 40 days, plus 6 Sundays.
Important days in this season are:

Ash
Wednesday

March 2nd when we have a service at 7 pm; worshippers will be marked with
ashes with cross on their foreheads

Palm Sunday

April 10th when we commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem

Maundy
Thursday

April 14th when we have a service with communion; The word “maundy”
comes from the Latin word “mandatum” meaning commandment; also
known as Holy Thursday when Jesus established a new sacrament

Good Friday

April 15th; the word “good” may refer to the great good God was able to accomplish through Jesus’ sacrifice for humanity; this is the day Jesus was crucified.

Easter

April 17th; Lent ends with the joyous celebration of Jesus rising from the
dead; communion is celebrated as well as other forms of celebration such as
an Easter brunch and an egg hunt
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DEVOTIONAL GUIDE FOR LENT
Lent is just around the corner. Are you wondering what you might give up for this
liturgical season? Read through this pamphlet and choose some ideas which might enrich this special season for you.
Lent is the season leading up to Easter to help us prepare for Holy Week. Here are
10 ideas that may help you to enrich your spiritual life. There are many things that you
can do to draw your attention to your spiritual practices. You may want to give something up for this season, or add a new practice into your routine. Just consider...

WHAT IS LENT:

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting, and
preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of selfexamination and reflection. In the early church, Lent was
a time to prepare new converts for baptism.
Today, Christians focus on their relationship with
God, often choosing to give up something, or volunteering
and giving of themselves for others. The 40 days
represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness,
enduring the temptations of Satan.

The season begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday, the day before
Easter. The distribution of ashes reminds us of our own mortality and calls us to
repentance. In the early Church, Ash Wednesday was the day on which those who had
sinned, and who wished to be readmitted to the Church, would begin their public
penance. Now, the ashes that we receive are a reminder of our own sinfulness, and
many people whose foreheads are marked with ashes will leave them on there all day as
a sign of humility.
Fasting is one practice some observe, particularly on Ash Wednesday. But, if this
is not what you wish to do, consider these suggestions. Here are 10 things to consider
doing for Lent. Some of them are things you might “give up,” and others you might
consider “adding or doing” for the season.
PRACTICES TO CONSIDER:
1. Don’t buy anything that you don’t really NEED. If you can live without it, you probably don’t need it. Give it up for Lent. Put the money that you would have spent into a
jar. You will be surprised at how quickly you can build up your savings. Be sure to look
at how much you saved after the 40 days, & put some into savings, but donate the rest.
2. Throw Away or Give Away 40 things in 40 days. Every day, you walk around your
house and declutter, adding to your collection of 40 things to donate or throw away …
every day, until Lent ends. Consider donating to help others.
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3. 40 Days of Home Organization. Go a step further this year. Consider cleaning and decluttering your home. You can do 40 tasks, or just work when you are able, to declutter
your life and home. It can be a way to free up the things that hold you back – some being
material, and some not.
4. No Gossiping. Give up gossiping for Lent. That means you cannot do any unflattering talking about others – None! If someone says something negative about another
person, either say something nice, or don’t say anything at all. You would think this is going to be SO easy, but when you can’t say anything negative about anyone else, you realize
just how often it happens, sadly. You might find yourself saying “Ugh” because it’s hard,
but it’s a very good thing to do.
5. No eating after dinner. This one can be hard for you, so it can really force you to think
about Lent, and at least get a glimpse of how Jesus struggled when he was hungry.
6. Give up Soda or 1 Unhealthy Snack for Lent. This one is easy & not really out-of-thebox, but it can be a struggle. All of us have some habits which are not truly healthy, so
consider giving one up, in order to better understand sacrifice.
7. Say something nice things to your spouse, children, or loved ones daily. You may think
this is easy, but try to say things that aren’t the normal “Thanks” or “You look nice.” or
“Good job.” Try to say 3 out-of-the-box compliments during Lent this year. Words of
appreciation mean a lot, and too often, they are not shared as much as they should be. So,
change that habit for the season.
8. Consider NOT eating out for 40 days. Try to make easy meals and save money. Then
think where you’ d like to donate your savings.
9. Replace 30 minutes of TV time with 30 extra minutes of prayer, devotion time, or
meditation. Read a devotional or bible story with your family, and have a discussion
about it. Even young kids can get involved in this. Take a look in the church library for
some helpful books.
10. Do not complain. We often complain and whine about things, but we need to try to
have a more positive outlook on life. Accomplishing this goal may be hard because most
of us don’t realize how much we actually complain, until we try to give it up. “Do every-

You may not like some of the choices mentioned in this suggested list. If not, make a sacrificial choice of your own choosing. You also may think that it is only Roman Catholics who give
up things for Lent. But consider that it is a great time to try to
do something to better yourself, your spirit, and your heart for 40
days. And consider encouraging others to do the same. What a
wonderful world we would have if more people focused on these
types of sacrificial practices.
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February Highlights by Fred Noll
•

We continue to spruce up the Education Building. The next room to painted by Jay
Fisher, will be the small meeting room next to Pastor Carol's office. We have the
paint and blinds for this room. The Christmas decorations temporarily stored in this
room will be moved to the small shed out back, thanks to Karen and Ben Urban. This
will make access to the decorations easier and safer for the future.

•

The large storage shed is getting a long awaited reorganization. With the help of
Jane Adams, Pastor Carol, Cheryl Shields, and Pam Kidd, the keepers are being identified and the rest will find its way off into the sunset.

•

In the Sanctuary, there are new exits signs to the left and right of the Video Wall.
This will direct folks should a need to evacuate the building night or day be needed.

•

Our Fire Alarm system received its yearly inspection on Jan. 19, 2022. Hope we will
never have the need to use it.

•

Snow has been plowed 3 times this year. We call out the plow when the snow is going to accumulated at 3" or more, and when it is not likely that warmer days can
clear the lot before Sunday Services. We will salt when appropriate, and we have a
small team of congregational men who will clear the walks.

•

Have formed a small Task Force of 3 members to suggest upgrades of our signage at
the entrance and along 896. Thanks to Bev Cook, Pat Wright, and Sandy Phillips.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
•

Have 3 grass cutting teams of 2 people each, to cut grass this summer. Could use one
more team so that each team only has to cut once per month. Please step up to help if
you are able.

•

If you find yourself to be the last person leaving the Parking Lot, please check the doors
and lights. Turn off lights and if you don't have a key to the building call Fred Noll or Al
Grimminger. (Phone numbers are listed at entry ways). One of us will lock the building.
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Submitted by Donna Casey & Carol Fisher
Adult Sunday School: The adult Sunday school is exploring the book The Rock,
The Road & The Rabbi. Participants are excited about the journey and information
they are gathering. During Lent, we will be studying Max Lucado’s He Chose the
Nails - What God Did to Win Your Heart.

Bethel: The 40-week long Bethel series will be completed by the publication of
this newsletter. It was a wonderful journey with some participants taking the class
a second or third time. The information gleaned is life changing. Many
participants in this class were not members of New Covenant. It was wonderful
having a diverse group share their insights and experiences! Bethel will be offered
again in the future so if you missed this time or want to journey again – stay
tuned. We will likely do it again via Zoom in the early fall.
One of the challenges of Christian education that is endorsed
by multiple denominations, is the disagreement on interpretation of the book Revelation. The Bethel authors leave this
exploration to the individual groups. Our class was blessed
with insights from Pastor Burkley in the final lesson. Donna
also was made aware of a book that provides insight and
draws on current events to explore Biblical prophecy. The
book (from what I can discern) is Biblically
~continued~
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accurate and written by a very well known and respected theologian. We will
begin the 10-week study of this book immediately following the conclusion of
Bethel – starting on March 1. Everyone is invited to participate in this study. You
do not need to have completed Bethel. You can purchase the book on Amazon
Here. Please notify Donna Casey of your interest to participate so that you can
be sent the Zoom link. Classes will be held via Zoom on Tuesdays from 7:30PM –
8:30PM.
Youth News: There was a meeting of the New Castle Presbytery Youth Ministry
team on Wed., 2/16. It was learned that Triennium was cancelled due to all the
COVID restrictions that were going to be required, and the increased cost associated with those changes. The Massanetta Middle
School conference remains on Schedule for June 2124. We anticipate three participants and Donna has
submitted a scholarship application to New Castle
Presbytery to assist with the cost of those three
youth to attend Massanetta. The theme is: Blessed
Be based on Matthew 5: 1-11. All are encouraged to
support the youth as they seek to deepen their faith.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Session met on Sunday, February 20th following the worship service. They met
with Beverly Cook who had requested a transfer of membership from her previous
church in Rehoboth to New Covenant. After a brief discussion with her, the Session
was delighted to accept her request, and welcome her into our congregation. Our
current Membership now stands at 50 members.
The Ministry assignments for Session members are as follows:
Christian Education
Donna Casey
Worship
Barbara Montazella
Stewardship and Finance
Ben Urban
Personnel
Pam Leeson
Mission
Pat Wright
Nominating Committee
Donna Casey
Building and Grounds
Fred Noll
Outreach
To be incorporated into each of the other
ministries
If anyone in the congregation would like to participate in any of the ministries,
please see any of the Session members after services on Sunday or contact the
church office.
Donna Casey was our Commissioner to the New Castle Presbytery meeting in January. The Presbytery meets 5 times a year and as a member, New Covenant sends
2 session members (via Zoom) to each meeting. These meetings are also open to
members if they want to attend (via Zoom, pre registration is required) and information about the meeting, ie agenda, minutes, etc, can be found on the Presbytery’s web site: www.ncpresbytery.org
We are progressing with the trial period for considering taking the duties of the Trustees under the Session. Fred Noll is the session liaison to the Buildings and
Grounds committee and Ben Urban and Paul Willbanks (Treasurer) are the foundation of a Finance committee.
The Session members viewed a video on “Finances, Finance Committees and Trustees”. The video was made by Cindy Kohlmann of our presbytery staff as a training
tool on church finances.
Pat Wright,
Clerk of Session
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March 20th
6 PM

Howdy There Partners!
Do you like Chili?
Your deacons are looking for several people, who love to cook chili, to sign up for
this here contest! We’ll have a chili bar with good things like sour cream, cheese
and jalapeno peppers to spice things up. Coffee and water will be supplied, if
you like a different kind of beverage, bring it along.
We will be judging to see who makes the best chili in our church. A prize will be
awarded.
Sure would appreciate you brining some sides like cornbread, salad and desserts.
Sign up at the rear of the sanctuary. Can’t wait to see you at the Cook-Off!
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Local events you will not want to miss!
Our church Drama Troup would like to start up again for
the Lent/Easter season.
Drama is an important part of our worship - to be able to
bring biblical stories to life, or even to bring some comedy into our everyday lives. Laughter lets you live longer!
If interested in being in one of our skits, contact Cheryl
Shields for more information

GP&L Presents "Oliver"

April 8-10, 2022
Friday and Saturday 7:30
Sunday 2pm
The Everett Theatre
Contact Cheryl Shields for tickets and information

Towle Institute Drama Club Presents “Flapper”
A madcap musical romp through the 1920s
April 29—30, 2022
The Commodore Community center, North St
Georges
Contact Cheryl Shields for tickets and information
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When: April 29-May 1, 2022
Where: North Bay Adventure Retreat Center, North East MD
Purpose:
Drawing closer to God
Individual and collective spiritual growth
Peace
Pragmatics:
Share cooking/cleaning/providing meals
Sunrise Services on the beach
Saturday afternoon activities options by North Bay
Friday and/or Saturday night bonfire
Highlighted Activities:

Walk on the beach after dinner
Why I Love Jesus Art Activity
Facility activities including kayaks, zip line, rock wall, or
nothing at all
Bonfire with worship activity
Free time for journaling, walking, etc.
Closing ceremony, revelation of secret pal
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Irish Hymn - Be Thou My Vision
Listen Here

History
Attributed to Dallan Forgaill in the 8th Century. (Rob tu mo bhoile, a Comdi cride)
The music is Slane, of Irish folk origin. Slane Hill is about ten miles from Tara in County Meath.
It was on Slane Hill around 433 AD that St. Patrick defied a royal edict by lighting
candles on Easter Eve. High King Logaire of Tara had decreed that no one could light a fire
before Logaire who began the pagan spring festival by lighting a fire on Tara Hill. Logaire was
so impressed by Patrick’s devotion that, despite his defiance (or perhaps because of it), he let
him continue his missionary work.
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight;
Be thou my dignity, thou my delight;
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower:
Raise thou me heavenward, o power of my power.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always:
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High king of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High king of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.
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Hill of Slane

How To Donate
Financial donations to church can be made by either:
1 - Mailing them directly to the church at:
New Covenant Presbyterian Church
Attn: Treasurer
1125 Jamison Corner Rd
Middletown, DE 19709

2. Contact your bank, and they can set up an automatic payment schedule so the donation
can be sent to the church (at the address above) on a certain day each month – most banks
offer this as a FREE service. This will save you a stamp and no need to remember if you sent
in your offering.
We are also looking at accepting donations via PayPal – the only down side
of that is that PayPal takes 2.2% of the donation (i.e with a $50 donation,
the church gets $48.90). Although I completely understand the ease of
PayPal, if you want 100% of your donation going to the church, it’s best to
have a check sent to the church. With PayPal you can make a one-time
donation or automatically donate on a certain day each month.
Thank you for supporting the work and mission of New Covenant Presbyterian Church with
your donation.
Yours in Christ,
Ben Urban

Do you shop with Amazon? There is an easy method to have Amazon donate 0.5% (that is ½
of 1%) of your purchases to New Covenant Church. There is no charge to you and no increase
in the price. I know 0.5% is not a lot of money but over time, if most of the church family uses
smile.amazon.com, the money will add up. So if you are already using Amazon, why not have
Amazon donate some money to us.
To quickly register to support the New Covenant Presbyterian Church Click Here
Then remember to use smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com
Reach out to me if you need any assistance.

—Ben Urban
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Looking for a Some Added Safety in Your Home?
The Building and Grounds Committee is offering
on a first come first serve basis, 4 unused 5
pound fire extinguishers for your home
use. They we bought for installation at the
church 4 years ago, but later found that
extinguishers for home use should not be used in
a commercial building such as the church. We are
asking for a $30 donation per extinguisher and
one can be yours. This unit has a 12 year life
expectancy according to Kidde the manufacturer
and was not part of any past recall. If you are
interested, contact Fred Noll

Dan’s mom accidentally sent us 20 bars of Irish
Spring soap which we do not have a need for.
If there is a shelter that needs soap, please take
all of it.
Irish Spring can be used to repel mice, spiders,
chipmunks, and Deer on your property. Hang it
in your garden in a mesh or breathable cloth
bag and enjoy a pest-free garden!
My personal apologies to those with scent-sensitivity who will be exposed to it
outside the fellowship hall.
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